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MEMOIRS 

3 OF THE | 
ARIS DE VILLEBON. 
— 2 — — 
LETTER XIX. 


— 


= The Marquis de Villebon to Monſieur de 
4 Cologne, Jun. 


3 P. ARE yourſelf, my dear Cologne, 
Y for a long and fad account of every thing 
4 that relates to me, to my love, and to my 
amiable Iſabelle: ſhe is not yet able to 
lake her journey to Bath; however, ſhe 
j perſiſts in requeſting that I will ſuffer her, 
Wat leaſt, to attempt it by flow degrees: if 

Vor. II, B poſſible, 


— — m — - * 
. — p — 


„ 
poſſible, ſhe ſhall be obeyed within this 
week. But now to relate what other 


ſorrows I have had: You may imagine, 
how anxiouſly I longed for the return of 


the family, at Willoughby-Place ; and at 


length I had the ſatisfaction of hearing 


that they were actually arrived. I was 8 
agitated beyond meaſure, and in doubt 
how to act; I began a thouſand letters, 


but none were written to my liking, for 


this idol of my ſoul. Iſabelle recom- 3 
mended my encloſing a billet to Miſs #8 
Willoughby, for fear the nerves of my 


Louiſa might be affeRed, by ſuddenly ſee- 
ing my well-known hand-writing. I ap- 
proved of this precaution, and adopted 
the plan of addreſſing the friend, with 


e OY 


this alteration, that not being compoſed * Y 1 


1 
4 £ 
== 

S = 


to write in a manner ſufficiently diſpaſ. 


{ 


fionate, to Louiſa, I would defire her 
friend to prepare her for the interview ; 


which I did, as follows: 


MADAM, 


Havine the ſupreme | YN 


felicity of 1 * wp Louiſa is | I 


1 6 1 
under the ſame roof with yourſelf, and 
I 4 preſuming that ſhe has told you the hif- 
e, tory of our loves, I beg you to prepare. 
ber tender ſpirits, and infinite ſenſibility, 
at for an interview, with the moſt faithful 
| of lovers. 


VIIIEBOR. 


Ihe ſervant immediately brought me, 
che under-written reply: 


SIR, 

1 M1ss Conwar is from 
home this morning: I have, indeed, often 
heard you mentioned by her, but I can- 
not deceive you, by giving you hopes, 
chat ſhe will ever ſee you again; upon 
ber return ſhe will act as ſhe thinks pro- 
per, however. 


I am your moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 


SoPHiA WILLOUGHBY, 


45 
2 f 
1 4 

AT 

# - 
% 4 
by 

x 
"4 
« 

x = 
+ a 5 
a N 

Bp; I 
* * 
* . 
—_— 
"= 
* =R 
{TY N 

* 
F = 
Fo f 
5 

Y A 

* 
oF i 
+3 „ 

2 =. 7 
4 I „ 
1 5 
-Y oY 
<4 
* % 
5 3 
, wh 

__ 

* _ 
1 FP 
ER * 

5 4 

1 
= 

l 2 

"= T 
„ 

4 

* v 


»Y B 2 I can= 


141 


1 cannot deſcribe: to you, my friend, 
the bitterneſs of my diſappointment, upon 
receiving this note: I flew out, leaving 
the letter for Iſabelle, or any one elſe, 
to read, upon the table: I went to the 
door of Mrs, Willoughby, like a mad 
man; I begged to ſee Miſs Willoughby, 
but being apprehenſive of not gaining 
admittance, if I ſent up my name, I beg- 
ged the ſervant to tell her that a French 
gentleman at the cottage, wiſhed for the 
honor of ſpeaking to her; thinking, as 
ſhe had only ſeen me once accidentally, 
ſhe might not have heard my name. She 
received me with great civility, and was 
enquiring for my fair companion, when 
my eyes were immediately fixed upon 
another object; I ſaw my Louiſa riding 


into the Court: I was out in an inſtant, 


without at all knowing what I did; and 
as ſhe was getting off her horſe, I claſped 
her inſtantly in my arms, and ſhe fainted 
away. My: life almoſt forſook me, I was 
affefied beyond meaſure; but the moment 
I could ſpeak, I ſaid, Look up my Louiſa, 

look 


. 


— 2 WW 3 WW. 


OO Few wwe te 


TS 4 
look up, thou moſt angelic of women :” 
Alas! ſhe was not in a ſtate to look up, 


or to be ſenſible of my agitation. Mrs. 


Willoughby and her niece ran out, and 
reproved me for my raſhneſs, though in 
a mild manner, I muſt confeſs : I pleaded 
the violence of my love, and made-every 
excuſe poſſible; I intreated, I went on 
my knees, in my diſtraftion, and begged 
of them to allow me to ſtay long enough, 
at leaſt, to ſee her ſenſes reſtored to her; 
which they conſented to, unwillingly.. At 
length ſhe opened her eyes, and for ſeve- 
ral minutes fixed them upon me, and 
then ſcreamed moſt terribly ; this was fol- 
lowed by another fainting fit, which lafted 
an hour: I leave you to imagine what my 


feelings were, for I have no words to de- 


ſcribe them. Mrs. Willoughby, in the 
moſt delicate terms, recommended my 
returning home; they promiſed to let me 
know how ſhe was: they urged the neceſ- 
lity of her going to bed, and being ſoothed, 
after the ſhock ſhe had received: I ſaid; 


_ © Certainly ladies, certainly take care of 


B 3 her, 
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her, but do not ſay ſhe was ſhocked at 
ſeeing me, do not let her faithful Ville- 
bon be ſuppoſed capable of ſhocking her; 
impoſſible!” They ſeemed very myſterious 
in their manner; and ſeeing the treaſure 


of my ſoul grow worſe and worſe, I con- 


ſented to depart, upon their R__ + 


that if ſhe wiſhed to fee me, I 

fent for. I hoped it would have been her 
wiſh; 1 did not, therefore, go far from the 
houſe, and ſent repeatedly to enquire for 
her; and the accounts they brought were 
terrible, the whole day : they told me, that 
* ſhe was in a high fever, and at moments, 


delirious,” In vain did I intreat to look 


once upan her; in vain did I urge the con- 
ſtancy of my paſſion ; they were inexorable, 
I returned broken-hearted to my ſiſter; 

e, alas! was but little able to ſupport 
herſelf, much leſs to comfort me: my 
agonizing look, alarmed her exceſſivehy 
ſhe embraced me: My dear, dear bro- 
ther, you will kill me, you will kill yourſelf 
with yexation ; I cannot live if you look 
ſo wild, and are ſo wretched ; remember a 


little 
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T little my fad ſtate of health, and how little 
equal I am to bear the ſhock of ſeeing your 

© deſpair.” The dear faint awakened me, 
indeed, to a remembrance. of her ſituation ; 
I therefore, as calmly as it was in my 
power, deſcribed to her the ſcene that had 
W paſſed ; when ſhe at once forgave me, and 
ſympathiſed with all the tenderneſs that is 
TX peculiar to her amiable diſpoſition. The 
day following, I flew to Mrs. Willoughby's, 
where I had the happineſs of hearing that 
the fever had abated, but that ſhe was too 
weak to ſay any other than monoſyllables, 
when ſpoken to; they told me, that if J * 
really had a ſpark of real affection, I ſhould 6 
not moleſt her. You may imagine what I 
felt at this expreſſion, and I quitted the 
houſe, after exclaiming, Good Heavens, 
ladies, moleſt Louiſa ! Oh, no, indeed! I 
would not annoy her, or intrude here, for 
the world; but I cannot comprehend, what 
there can be ſo tremendous in me: I could 
not help attributing our meeting to quite 
a different cauſe, from having ſhocked 
her, and even yet, I hope ſhe will unde- 
B 4 ceive 
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n I 
ceive you, if it ſhould pleaſe God to re- 
' ſtore her; and now Madam, ſaid I to Mrs. 
Willoughby, © I beg to offer ten thouſand JY 
apologies for the intruſion the exceſs of 
my love, and the violence of my diſtreſs, 
has been the means of my committing.” 


Oh, my friend ! what will become of C 
me? certainly I ſhall verify Ifabelle's pre- 
dictions, and loſe my ſenſes, or die a mar- 
tyr to love. 


Wich what indifference have I heard of 
the loſs of my eſtates, and how little did I 
regard being deprived of honors ; all ſeem- 
ed a mere bubble, and not worth a thought, 
as there was ſufficient preſerved to pro- 
cure comforts for Iſabelle ; but the un- 
certainty I experienced reſpecting my love, 
has been almoſt too much for me; and 
juſt when I fondly hoped I was getting 

towards the ſummit of happineſs, to be 
plunged at once into ſo much miſery a- 
gain, I am afraid that Engliſhman has 

| gained her from me; that will turn my 
brain, 


— 


Re . 
419 1 5 
brain, I am ſure it will: Iſabelle begs to 
go and ſpeak for me to her when ſhe is 
able to go out, and Louiſa to admit any 
one. We at leaſt wiſh to hear why I am 
become ſo very terrific to her. Iſabelle 
begs to be kindly remembered to you, and 
I am your's, moſt cordially, 


VIiLLEBON, 


. 


I [ 50 } 


LETTER XX. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


MY DEAR COLOGNE, 


M, Iſabelle has not been able to go to 
Willoughby-Place ; for fix days elapſed 
before I got any intelligence at all of Miſs 
Conway's ſituation, and I then underſtood 
that ſhe had been brought down ſtairs. I 
| ſhall not moleſt her any more, till ſhe is 
able to go out, and then I ſhall certainly 
- write, and requeſt at leaſt, an explanation 
of this enigma. My ſiſter ſeems better 
than ſhe was within this day or two, which 
I impute to my having been leſs agitated 
than uſual: it is the only thing, in my 
___ adver=- 


(4 ] 


adverſity, that could have given me a mi- 
nute's relief : ſhe is juſt come to tell me, 
that the ladies E airing to day, and 
I ſhall therefore write to Louiſa : if her 
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love for me, is not quite gone, ſhe will be 
happy to receive it; if it is, why ſurely ſhe 
cannot be agitated by ſeeing any thing I 
ſend her. Adieu; never was a heart fo ill 
at eaſe, as your unhappy friend's, 
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The Marquis de Villebon to Louiſa. 


Pe mr ꝗ— — 


1 HAVE Waited, thou treaſure of my ſoul, 
till I could have the felicity of hearing 
that you were able to go out, leſt I ſhould 
ſhock you, (the term uſed by your cruel 
relatives) by my well-known hand-writing ; 
= I hope the happy moment 1s not far off, 
I» when you will admit to your preſence the 
lover who has ſo long and ſo faithfully 
doated upon you. Where have you been, 
my love? what has befallen you fince 
that evening, when we laſt exchanged 
vows at poor Monſieur de Grammont's; 

| | | (whoſe 
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(whoſe fate, as well as his incomparable 
wife's, I have but lately heard, ) did we 
not vow there, that, let what would hap- 
pen, nothing ſublunary ſhould ſeparate us. 
Oh! ſay that you are ſtill determined to 
keep the vows offered in the face of Hea- 


ven. I am dying with ſuſpenſe; ſend 
one word of comfort to the faithful 
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LETTER XXII. 


— ____ 


Miſs Conway to the Marquis de Villebon, 


SIR, 


I SHALL briefly give you the information 
you require : I have been very ill a long 
time, but I was mending, till I had the 
ſhock which ſeeing you ſo ſuddenly occa- 
fioned to me: I left Paris with my friend 
Miſs Selway, as ſoon as we could eſcape ; 
I ſhall make no remarks upon vows, fo 
long ago exchanged, or fo entirely ſet aſide; 
nor will I touch upon the ſorrow your 
perfidy occaſioned me: it is all over, do 
not make my wounds bleed afreſh, by 


inſulting me, but quit this country, or 


avoid | 
Lovisa CONWAY. 


. 


LETTER xxIII. 


Anſwer. 


1 NSULT Louiſa! Quit the Country! What 
do I read! Am I to avoid you? Am I then 
ſpoken of as ſo perfidious ? Oh heavens, 
take pity upon me, your words are daggers 
tome. Do you love another, my Louiſa? 
be fincere with me, if that is the caſe : is 
IF that Engliſhman, whom you were wont to 
XX favor fo much, is he become my happy 
rival? If it muſt be ſo, let me only know 
it, and I will bear it like a man; it is my 
ſuſpenſe that I cannot bear; the darkneſs 


that I am in diſtracts me: if you will not 
tell 
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tell me what has occurred to make me vil 
odious to you, let me ſend my Iſabelle, 
my dear companion, who has long divided 
with me all my ſorrows : you may venture} 
to pour into her gentle ear, truths n 3 ; 
might kill me, if they did not come through if ! 
ſuch a medium. Suffer me to ſend her, 
let her pave the way for our having one 
interview. I know not how to addreſs 8 
you: it is not now my Louiſa, but Miſs 
Conway that I write to; no longer my love, 
on whom 1 have doated with the firmeſt, | 
the moſt delicate affeRion. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Miſs Conway to the Marquis de Villebon. 


nt. 


— 


? 


61h, 


| Tax propoſition contained in your laſt, 

is more inſulting, than I even thought you 
capable of; leave me in peace Monſieur, 
for God's fake, do not thus oppreſs me; 
you have no pity, no compaſſion : I muſt 
WF fly you, I muſt tear myſelf away from my 
beloved friends, to avoid the inſults of the 
& moſt perfidious, and ungrateful of his ſex. 


i 
Lovisa CoN WAY. 


LW 13 


LETTER XXV. 


* 


Marquis de Villebon to Monſieur de Cologne. 


8 \ ” 
Sas is gone my friend! God knows to 
what place; I have not had courage yet 
to enquire even ; ſhe wrote me one or 
| two cruel notes, in anſwer to the moft 
1 tender intreaties; I ſent for an explana- 
| | | tion, and, in her laſt, ſhe theatened to leave 
her Aunt's : ſhe called me perfidious, and 
made uſe of other epithets, as little belong- 
ing to my charafter or conduct towards her ; 
"| I could not bear it; I flewto Willoughby- 
f Place the next morning, for it was late at 
| night ſhe ſent me her laſt bitter lines; 
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ohen I arrived, I had the mortification to 
Pear, that ſhe and Miſs Willoughby had 
Wc fi the place, and for ſome time, the ſer- 
Sant ſaid he believed, as they had taken a 
Treat deal of clothes. 


1 ſent up my name to the Aunt, and 
e. 2 begged to ſpeak one word to her; the 
ent down a meſſage, with ber compli- 
nents, © That ſhe bad been ſo agitated by 
Ine diſtreſs of her Niece, and the farewell 
hne bad juſt taken of her, that ſhe was not 
4 A able to ſee any company, and therefore 
2 She muſt decline the honor I intended 
err.“ | 


1ꝗ returned to Iſabelle in ſuch deſpair, 
and ſo abſorbed in grief, that ſhe was ex- 
I Wiremely alarmed ; I flung myſelf into a 
Y chair, claſped my two hands together, and 
y ſat ; in that poſture for hours. I was ab- 
c 4 E ſolutely in a ſtupor, nor did I ſee the 
WF carneſt, the diſtreſſed look of my poor 

WF filter, till ſhe forced down a glaſs of wine z 
upon which, I perceived her tears flowing, 
and 
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iſhneſs of my conduct to the beſt of ſiſters, 


harraſſed by the trials ſhe had to r * 


viour; yet who could ſupport the ſort of 7 


to be thus kept in doubt; however, I de- 


[ 20 J 


and her heart ſeemed almoſt broke; 19 
ſwallowed the wine, and ſhe inſiſted upon 4 
my immediately going to bed, nature be. 
ing exhauſted nearly ; I at length yea 
to her intreaties ; and actually tell aſleep; 
though when I awoke I did not feel re- 4 
freſhed as uſual after a fatigue of body | 
only, ſtill I was certainly more able to 


0 


endure the miſery that ruſhed into 24 


mind; I felt ſeverely the cruelty and ſelf. 
3 1 N 


whoſe health and ſpirits were perpetually iſ 


for me. I took a walk out, I endea- 
voured to reaſon myſelf into a condua i | 
more manly, I was aſhamed of my beha- | | 


treatment I received, without being even 
told how I had deſerved it. If Louiſa 
had but told me the worſt; if ſhe is en- 


3 
2 5 
. 


gaged, or even attached to another, I 


could have better ſupported the intelli- 
gence, (heart-rending as it would be) than 


termined, ſor the ſake of my fiſter, to 
calm 


1 21 ] 


alm my troubled ſpirit, and accordingly 
44 put as much ſincerity into my counte- 
1 dance as it was poſlible, when I returned 
From walking. 


My Iſabelle, therefore, concluded that 
had met with ſome good tidings (as I am 
Worry to own, I had not been accuſtomed 
2 o conſider her feelings ſo much;) ſhe 
nquired, with eagerneſs, the happy occa- 
Von of my placid look; © She hoped 

WT ſaid, © Hope nothing Iſabelle, but from 
Iny fortitude, and love of you; I am till 
a wretch, without a hope, but I will no 
more annoy you with my miſery ; it is 
time, my love, that your health alone is 
Wconſidered ; we will, as ſoon as we can 
ſetdle our little affairs here, quit this 
country, and go to Bath, where my only 
remaining hope is, that the waters may 
gree with you.” I hope, my dear Co- 
ogne, we ſhall ſhortly meet there; I will 
not, in the mean time, ſend you any more 
of my dull epiſtles: I know you love me, 
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Mr. Wentworth to Mr, Freeman. 
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London. 


DEAR CHARLES, 


1 IX ov always told me, I was the moſt 
4 f matter-of-fact dull fellow, in the world, 
by way of correſpondent, and I allow the 
1 remark ; do not think that I ſhould write 
io you after it, if I had not ſomething 
4 particular to communicate. 
Fou either were, or affected to be, ex- 
rremely intereſted for the beauty in the 
WE garret, at Swanſea : you know General 
Gordon was a friend of my father's, and 
I made a point of ſeeing him. I was 
| deter- 


[ 24 ] 


determined to find out, if his ſon's mar. 
riage was known to him; I enquired after 
« the Captain,” he ſhook his head, and b 
ſaid, He is very well Mr. Wentworth, Y 
but he has almoſt broke my heart; he has 
formed a connexion with a vulgar, low- 
bred girl, in Wales, and it is a doubt with Wl 
me, whether they are not actually married; 
ſhe drew him in, I conclude: it is a mor- 6 
tifying thing, for a man of my family, and 

fortune, to ſee his ſon fling himſelf away, 
in ſo dreadful a manner. If he had mar- 
ried a chamber-maid, with the manners of 
a modeſt woman, or at leaſt had been dif- 
ferent from what I am told this girl is, I 
. ſhould, when the thing was. done, have 
forgiven him ; but a gentleman of my ac- 
quaintance went to Swanſea, at my deſire, 
to make enquiries, and heard that ſhe was 
the moſt impudent, vulgar, over-dreſſed 
girl, that ever was ſeen, and in love with 
a ſhop-keeper there, ſo that my blockhead 
of a ſon, has made a fine choice; he is a 
charming dupe, but if he has married her, 
J will diſmherit him; I wiſh he had a 
| bro- 


(s 1 


4 ** it cuts me to the 3 2 * 


ould * ſuch a want of anne 


I fuffeted: him to end bin pi 


1 nd when all his complaints vere ex- 


zuſted, I told him, that though his ſon 


Jas certainly married, it was to no ſuch 
Perſon as had been deſcribed to him; 


at in birth, there was no doubt, but ſhe 
as greatly Captain Gordon's inferior, but 


at ſhe was altogether one of the hand- 
Imeſt and moſt accompliſhed young wo- 
Men that he could imagine; that a friend 
f mine (meaning Danby) was extremely 
q In love with her, and that I would ſhew 
im a copy I had of her letter to him; that 


myſelf lodged all the ſummer in her mo- 


1 4 er's houſe; and added many more com- 
orable et-ceteras, that made the old Ge- 
eral's eyes ſparkle with joy. 


4 ; He could ſcarcely refrain from tears; 1 


ever ſaw a countenance ſo cheered in an 


nant; I gave him an exact account of 


5 all that had paſſed within my knowledge, 


Vor. II, © and 


L 26 ] 5 
aich hh Vus in extaſies. He appointed 10 
call upon me the next morning, in order a 
to ſee Mrs. Gordon's letter to Danby; 0 4 
and he read it with great pleafute. He 
condemned the conduct of her erdel mo- 
cher, and even cenſured bis ſri for ſuf. 
fering ſuch a woman to remain ſo long 0 
oblivion and in confinement, and could 
by no means, as he had married her, | 
account for his filence. In ſhort, he wall | 
quite in raptures, inſtead of being in the 
deſpondency that I found him firſt. He 
ſaid, ſhe ſhould come and live with him: 
he fat down, and wrote her the kindeſt 9 : 
letter, filled with apologies for the ſenti- 
ments her union With his ſon had at fir 
inſpired him with; and offered to ſend his VP | 
houſe-keeper, in his own carriage, to at- 
tend her to bis houſe, which ſhould, 2 
long as ſhe choſe it, be her home. Y 


Nothing could be more polite or affec- WF 
tionatethanthe General'sletter : © Ik now. 
ſaid he, „Mr. Wentworth, every thing , 
4% ſay is to be depended. upon, and you 
have 


- 4 

ave made me very eaſy now upon this 
count. 1 long do hear how this amiable 
3 , . woman bears her proſperity, and 
at effect having her hopes reſpeRting 
„ Simphins fruſtrated, will have aon 
es. Llewelyn.“ | 


I hope, my dear Charles, if you really 
e reformed, as you allure us, that Bath 
been propitious to your love: Miſs 
way is rather too good for you, I muſt 
n: perhaps you and the fair lady may 
> of a different opinion. 


I was very agreeably ſurpriſed a little 
e ago, by ſeeing Miſs Conway at the 
Dpera, and ſhe was quite well, and in very 
Nerable ſpirits. 


4 1 Would you believe it, that Danby, who 
7 as with me, cut her, as he calls it; he has 
. 4 ten finely laughed at by us: he was in 
4 Pe act of talking to the Ducheſs of E- 
When Miſs Conway made him a contacts ; 
d that, I know, was the cauſe, the vulgar 
9 occa- 
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irits to write any more; 
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EDwarRD WENTWORTH, 


* 


what I have done for the pot 5 
Adieu, your” S truly, 


th 


I feel unhinged, although very well fa 
wi 
beauty, in the attic ſtory. 
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really am not in ſp 
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LETTER XXVII. 


| —_—_—_ —— 
The Anſwer. 


I xy DAR WENTWORTH, 


AM extremely pleaſed with what you 
ve done for poor Mrs. Gordon; I am 
Wery much ſurpriſed that her huſband never 
ent near her, and has not endeavoured to 
7 nd her out, or relieve her from her irk- 
ne ſituation; it will be a fad thing, if 
RM ſhould repent now of his marriage. 


My love does not exaQly go on in the 
ain that I could wiſh, though it has by 
means decreaſed, by ſeeing her among 
world of other belles. Dreſs improves 


grow, and turn hermit. By- the- bye hel ö 1 


1 3 
her wonderfully, and I do aſſure you, ſhe ile 
is very much admired, and has innume- 4 * 
rable followers: ſhe is very much taken - 
up at preſent with the French gentleman] 4 
who brought her and your friend over; 
and although he is five-and-twenty years Y | 
at leaſt older than her, I am very jealou 
really of the attention ſhe ſhews him. 1% 
cannot conceive it poſſible for any man, 
at any time of life, being much with her 
without being in love, ſhe is ſo uncom- 
monly animated, and agreeable : you know 
how immediately, upon my firſt ſeeing her, 3 4 
I was enamoured of her; Stanhope cal 4 1 
bear teſtimony alſo of my conſtancy; and 1 | 
if ſhe will not take pity upon me, I ſhall J | 
certainly break my heart, let my beard 


writes me word, that he has given up his Wl 
enamorata, as ſhe has preferred a coxcomb i 9 
of our acquaintance to him; no leſs a 


perſon than Daſhwood ; but I bi J 


1 7 
x 3 


you know all this from himſelf : I am not 
a little amuſed at Danby's impertinence ; Will 
_ is a fort of — I never did in my Wl 
life, 


— 


[ 3 1 


ee, though 1 conſeſs, I have funk bya 
ne. Fountry- couſin no] andi then, who made 
ken 3 ather a ruſtic appearance in London; but 
nan . abrays endeavoured as much to avoid 
eig ſeen by the fair one, as the world's 
1 >eing I had that ſtyle of acquaintance; 
is now, I think, a little prepoſterous ; ; 
your piano friend being treated in that 
anner, is to me quite , unaccoumable, 
. 1 She is hourly expected here, I underſtand, 
nd I conclude, the intelligence vill bring 
certain friend of mine that ſhall be 
ameleſs. I have a thouſand fears about 
n isse Sehvay, but the molt, prevailing idea 
nd ow is, that ſhe is indifferent to men 1 
n no favorite with ber mother, . that x 
rave bad enough penetration to diſcover, 
ad ſhe is one of your very dutiful daugh- 
* 4 ters, watching the very caſt of Mrs. Au- 


"M prey“ $ eye. Aubrey 1 18 a Very good fellow 
imſelf, and not ſo mighty reſerved as-we 
Ffancicd at Swanſea, if you remember: he 
FF is at preſent confined with the geut, which 
We 2nn0ys me, even more than. it does Hina, 
my beauty ſtays at home to avrle,. and 

| & 4. to 


L 32 J 9 
o read to him. I called upon him thi [ 
| morning, and upon parting, ve ſhook if 3 en 
hands, and I told him, that 1 hoped from | 
my foul the paroxyſm would ſoon leave j e 
him, and I never ſpoke. ſo true a word 1 
in op life. 


: Who do you think, Wentworth, has 
this moment been here, to pay me a viſit? 
Mr. and Mrs. Llewelyn; they juſt came, 3 
ſhe ſaid, to Bath upon a little buſineſs, 
and ſeeing my name upon one of the ſub- 1 
ſcription books, ſhe fancied it was me, and 4 3 
juſt called, when ſhe ſaw by my ſervants, 
that” ſhe was right in her conjeQures.” Mile 
She really looked beauteous, all bedi- 
zened with new purchaſes: I had not Wi 
patience long to talk to her, without en- 
quiring for Mrs. Gordon. Gordon, Sir!” Wl 
ſays ſhe; © Oh dear, that was the name of 
ſome man that wrote love-letters to my 
daughter, and made her treat poor dear 3 5 
Mr. Simpkins ſo cruelly ; but I ſtopped 
all letters from him, and they were ſhame- 
ful letters, enough to turn the head of any 

| >» girl; 


. 
* 
W 
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Y virl; ſuch a pack of romances, and fine 
k entences, juſt for all the world, as if he 
ad been writing in a novel. Then Sir, 
ve We came to ſee her, forſooth, and that I 
ead in his letter, and I made our maid 
| 3 beak to him, and tell him, that Miſs was 
one to London, to an Aunt's. (And I 
Wave a ſiſter there, Sir, where ſhe ſhall go 
hen ſhe buys her wedding clothes,) Well, 
e went away uttering ſome very ſeditious 
ords, as they call them, and declared he 
ould follow her, and find her out: I was 
iverted at that, you know, Sir, as if he 
could find out ſuch a girl as ſhe, in ſuch a 
Treat city as London.“ Thus did ſhe run 
Bon, when I thought it full time, to tell the 
5 oman all I knew, and I related every 
able from firſt to laſt ; and when I had 
een what ſort of impreſſion the affair made 
pon her, when under the General's diſ- 
leaſure, I then took out of my drawer 


xr Hour letter: I never ſaw a little ſtupid 
d voman ſo enraging, in all my life; the was 


etriſied with aſtoniſhment, and her huſ- 
band never offered to ſay a word, till ſhe + 
3 C5 broke 

3 


oy 
I 
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broke filence. © Well, my dear Mr. 
Llewelyn, here is a fine kettle of fiſh, 
here is a-do! „ Ah, my dear, there is 
indeed,” ſaid he; What can we do 
now“ » What is to be done,” ſaid ſhe, 
but be patient, and write to poor dear 
Mr. Simpkins, and tell him all: lack 
aday! how will he be able to bear it.” 
Rut Madam,“ faid 1, © do not you 
think your daughter has played her cards 
very well, to marry General Gordon's 
fon ?“ No indeed,” ſaid ſhe, J hate 
ſoldiers amazingly, and I hate parting 
with my daughter, and I think ſhe was a 
moſt undutiful creature, to even ſpeak to 
a red coat, when ſhe knew my diflike of 
them.” © But,” ſaid I, © you know Mrs. 
 Llewelyn that it cannot now be undone, 
_ whether you like it or no; and if you 
would take my advice, you would return 
home to Swanſea immediately, and make 
it up with her, and prepare for her jour- 
- ney to the General's : it will be very ab- 
ſurd in you not to forgive her, as he has 
forgiven his fon. What do you fay, Cap- 
W- =” tain 9” 
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tain?” ſaid I. Mr. Llewelyn looked at 
his wife, and upon ſeeing that ſhe had un- 
knit her brow, he ſaid, © My dear, ſuppoſe 
we take the gentleman's advice, and for- 
give our child, ſhe has married her bet- 
ters.” Mrs. Llewelyn at laſt conſented 
to be merciful, and I ook hands with 
them, and they took their leave, to my 
great joy, for I' was dead tired of my 
viſitors. They went off as happy toge- 
ther as if ſhe had married Mr. Simpkins 
himſelf. There is one thing I cannot 
make out, which 1s, who the perſon could 
be, who gave the General ſuch an-errone- 
ous account af the young lady; ſurely 
Mr. Simpkins: muſt have employed ſome 
one for this purpoſe ;. for in the whole 
ſtory, I ſee.no enemy ſhe had, but the 
one her perfettions occaſioned the envi- 
ous. Mrs, Evelyn to be. With hopes of 
your being ſoon to join the party, I will 
conclude "= your very wan 28 


CHanLEs Fauna. | 7 
TIT 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


— — — 
Miſs Willoughby to Mrs. Willoughby. 


Bath. 


MY DEAREST MA DAM, 


1 AM ſure you will be glad to hear that 
my dear couſin bore her journey tolera- 
bly, though of courſe ſhe is ſtill very 
weak, after all that has paſſed, and from 
the exertion ſo immediately, that travel- 
ling muſt be to her. Her ſpirits were 
very indifferent upon the road ; ſhe could 
nat help now and then fancying, there 
muſt be a degree of madneſs in Monſieur 
de Villebon ; and ſhe thinks that remorſe 


ſor his ill uſage in abandoning her, has 


turned his head, as he made ſuch wild pro- 
| poſalsy 


18 M #** 


2 

poſals, and talked ſo much of his conſtancy. 
She hopes you will give ſtri& charge, that 
no one of your family mentions to what 
place we are come, for ſhe really is afraid 
it will kill her, to ſee any thing more of 
him. Miſs Selway was delighted beyond 
meaſure at ſeeing her friend, and we were 
mutually glad to be introduced to one- 
another : ſhe is a lovely young woman, 
and has a countenance ſo brilliant, that 
you may almoſt gueſs every word ſhe 
means to ſay. Mrs. Aubrey received me 
with great politeneſs, and ſhe has for the 
ſecond time, undertaken to cure my dear 
Louiſa : ſhe has promiſed ſhe will not give 
way to reflection, but will ſuffer us to drag 
her out, wherever we pleaſe. Sir Thomas 
Stanhope and Mr. Wentworth, I ſee to- 
day are among the arrivals. 


I was of opinion with Miſs Selway, tilt 
this late fatal rencontre, that the latter 
gentleman was gaining great ground with 
my dear couſin; but alas! he will, I am 
afraid, find her ſadly altered in her manner, 
from 


( 35 ] 
from-when-ſhe was in London laſt, actually 
entering a little into our amuſements, Oh, 
poor dear foul, how forry J am for her, 
and I cannot help pitying the Marquis, 


for whatever he has done, his ſufferings 


now are lamentable. The whole affair is 
very fad, and I wiſh, though it is rather 
eut of date now to be ſure, that fortune 
bad been more propitious to her love. I 


am very much afraid as he is in England, 


that ſhe will ſtumble upon him again ſome- 
where: I feel for his poor lady, I con- 


elude he married from intereſt, or obedi- 


ence to his Aunt; and yet how can that 
be, when Louiſa faw him run off with her. 
F will not, my dear Madam, annoy you 
with my gueſſes or ſurmiſes upon this 
unfortunate ſubject; hitherto I have ſeen 
nobody, and have been ſo entirely taken 


up with my couſin's ſufferings, that I can 


have nothing elſe to ſpeak of. I will now 
therefore, take my leave, wiſhing you 
health and good ſpirits, till I have the 
happineſs of ſeeing you again. Louiſa 
joins me in moſt reſpeAful regards, and 
ſays, 


4, 
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ſays, ſhe can never make any atonement, 
for being the occaſion of ſo much trouble- 
and uneaſineſs to you. Adieu, N 


Your moſt affectionate Niece; 


SoPHIiA W1LLOUGHBY. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Mrs. Willoughby to Miſs Willoughby. 


Willoughby-Place. 


I AM very thankful, my dear girl, for 
the welcome account of your ſafe arrival, 
and of our dear Louiſa's being ſo tolera- 
ble. I am very ſorry to acquaint you, 
that the Marquis de Villebon is removed 
to Bath, as I tremble leſt it ſhould be the 
occaſion of more diſtreſſing ſcenes to our 
unfortunate relative : you had better put 


her upon her guard, on this intelligence 


reaching you. I will tell you how I came 
to know the motions of theſe French peo- 
ple: I was driving out, and I ſaw at the 
window 


( 4 ] 


window of their cottage, a paper paſted 
up with © Lodgings to let;“ and 1 had 
curioſity to ſtop, and aſk to ſpeak to the 
perſon of the houſe; from whom I learned, 
that the young Marquis, and his ſiſter, 
were gone to Bath, as her apothecary had 
recommended it, as the laſt and only 
chance of her life being ſaved ; how very 
extraordinary it is, that he ſhould call ker 
ſiſter; 1 do not ever recolle& hearing, 
that ſhe was or was not, but I believe we 
concluded, that they were a married cou- 
ple ; and of courſe, I thought it was the 
ſame young lady, that he took over the 
wall, at the Convent. If ſhe ſhould: prove 
his fiſter! and yet, I do not recolleQ; in 
all the tory, Miſs Conway's naming fuch 
a perſon. It is my ſincere wiſh, and this 
lodging woman has given me hopes, hat 
ſhe may be only his fiſter : do not keep 
me in ſuſpenſe, if any thing ſhould come 
to Os 
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Lady Edgemore and Mrs. Penton called 
here a day or two after you left us, and 
vere 


L } 


were. very curious to dearn the cauſe f 


your very ſudden departure; I eaſed them 
by ſaying. I had always expected you to 
pay Miſs; Selway a viſit, before I could 
hope fax the great pleaſure. of ſeeing her 
bere. . Tbey touched upon your parti- 
aliiy for. Mir Daſh wood; her Ladyſhip 
faid, „ ſhe. was very ſorry that you had 
beſtowed your beart upon him, as it was 
in one of the papers, that he had eloped 
with a Mrs. Somerville, a woman of forty, 
with a moſt amiable huſband and fix 
beautiful children.“ I told her Ladyſhip, 
that, ſo far from baving laſt your heart 


to him, that I believed you deſpiſed him 


above all men living; that at firſt, you 
only laughed at him as a vain coxcomb, 
but that you had long held bim in con- 
tempt, as a very miſchievous and aban- 
doned fellow. Her Ladythip /aid, ſhe 
Vas rejoiced to hear it;“ and Mrs. Pen- 


ton ſaid, Dear me, dear me, how your 
Ladyſhip and I were miſinformed upon 
the occaſion,” Whether they believed 
me or Mr, Daſh wood, I cannot tell, nor 
ä do. 


1 


— 


do I care, as the infamous ſtep he has 
juſt taken, will clear you moſt compleatly 
in the eyes of thoſe you value, and the 
tongue of {lander cannot any how be ſtop- 
| ped. Adieu, my dear Sophia. 


AﬀeRionately your's, 


ELKANOR WILLOUGHBY.. 


" . 
4 + *% * 


; y_ W 1 — : * > gd _— . J — * — c * 2 _ F 1 
, F w» Y * 5 „ — 4. X © 6 * 8 3 4 
& 2 6393 ** 2 5 3 4 r . & fe Sdn} ho FP 8 . — a — * Ne - 2 : : = <0: wats 
= a — & » <7 ne — * * . 3 7 „ PRE SY SIT _ D n c 6 q b r 
1 p * ls 5 : — * — * ng 4 1 "DX ge 2 — © — — 8 — — — — 
4 * an d N — 8 W 2 1 — 2 - \ = — — , 8 — 
en — 4 n „ 42 © ru 2.4 p » — — - — — . pa — — 
Sw => - 2 5 9 — 2 OS — —— 7 — 23237 - — = l _— 
r 2 5 _ —_ 2 4 - — 23 l N : 7  . Cv * we * 224 5 oe et —— _ - = - 
2 7 — 2 22 hs \ l LE 9 2 2 > Cs - — +», — _ — — — 
* >" 1 


rr — hd<.\ 


— 2 _— 
\ — 
c 
Tn "> -n 
S 


© 
vo — 
þ AW q * HC” 


2 


N — — 
ap. a . 


4 p- » 4a 
2 
xy — er 
# * 
hey”? 
"1" TR 4 


he. 


X © 


LETTER XXX. 


Moonee 


Sir Thomas Stanhope to My. Daſhwood. 


Bath, 
81R, 


Vf ove condu@ is in every reſpett ſo 

abandoned, and ſo contemptible, that I 

am almoſt aſhamed of addreſſing you; 
but I cannot let your villainy paſs over 

uncorrected. You have taken liberties 

with a moſt amiable young lady's cha- 
rafter, and have injured me moſt materi- 
ally, and I inſiſt upon ſatisfaction: I will 

meet you any where you will appoint, 
| and 
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Tous STANHOPE, 


1 4 J 
and unleſs you go upon your knees, and 
own every word you have ſaid, to be falſe, 


you ſhall be treated as you deſerve, by 


Sir, 


Your humble ſervant, 


1 46 J 


uf 

8 . | | m 
LETTER XXXI. » 

98 | vi 

— —— 74 

Mr. Daſhwood to Sir Thomas Stanhope. d. 
= n 

at 

fi 

DEAR STANHOPE, 1 

| , 0 
1 An ſorry if I have cauſed any uneaſi- a 
neſs to you ; it was certainly only a frolic, h 
when I boaſted of Miſs Willoughby's (for e 
I conclude that is the young lady you t 


mean) being in love with me, &c. &c, 
She piqued me ſeveral times, by laughing 
at me before twenty people, and after- 
wards, behaved at her Aunt's to me like 
a boarding-ſchool Miſs, when I had taken 
a bet that I ſhould carry her to Lady 
Edgemore's ball : theſe I ſay were the 
things, that drew down my vengeance 


upon 


1 + ] 


upon her, but I forgive her now, and you 
may rely upon it, I ſhall never name her 
again, At preſent, meeting yqu, would be 
very inconvenient; I have Mr. Somer- 
ville to meet, for living at preſent with his 
wife, who, entre nous, Lam dead ſick of: 
I wiſh the ſex knew how | thoroughly we 
deſpiſe them, as ſoon as they have given 
up themſelves in this fort of way to us, 
and that any trouble is likely to be occa- 
ſioned upon their accounts. At preſent 
I have a law ſuit and a ſword impending 
over me for this little eccentric trip with 
an old married woman, who kad been 
handſome twenty years before 1 ſet my 
eyes upon her. Pray make my apologies 
to the young lady, and beheve me, 


Your's truly, 


GEORGE DAaSHWOOD, 


BY 
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LETTER XXIII. 


Sir Thomas Stanhope to Mr. Daſhwoed. 


SIR, 


"on may {ſuppoſe that your contra- 
dicting what you had before aſſerted, has 
given me all the ſatisfaction I require, 
but you have groſsly deceived yourſelf; 
I had heard it before contradicted, and 
| had believed you to be the liar and ſcoun- 
dre] you have proved yourſelf; but J 
wanted to bring you, Sir, in preſence of 
the lady you injured by your abuſe and 
impertinence, to beg forgiveneſs; and if 
you do not this, I will kick you to atoms, 
wherever I can find you. I do not ex- 


pea 
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pect that to be à difficult matter; for a 
man who has atted as you have done, who 
ould have gained the entree of a worthy 
man's houſe, in order to diſturb his peace, 
and to wound him in the keeneſt part; I 
ſay, a villain who is capable of theſe tranſ- 
actions, is certainly likely to be a coward. 
he levity with which you ſpeak of both 
heſe manceuvres, convinces me that you 
are the moſt hardened, unprincipled wretch 
iving. I defy you to eſcape me, and I 
harge you to give me further ſatisfadion. 


THOMAS STANHOPE. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


Anſwer. 


— mom mans — L 


4 


Dover, 


: I AM juſt going with my aged charmer, 
to take refuge among the Sans Culottes; 
a little boat will carry us out of your 
reach, and the much to be pitied Mr. 
Somerville ; when his rage and your'sf 
are ſubſided, I will reftore to her country 
his wife, and will ſhake hands with you; 
for fighting, as you ſeem to inſinuate, M 
quite out of my line. 


Your's truly, 


GzoRCE DAsH wood. 


11 


LETTER XXXIV. 


— 
Miſs Willoughby to Mrs. Willoughby. 


"— 


Bath, 
MY DEAR AUNT, 


COMMUNICATED to my couſin your 


Wnough to hear the Marquis's name, and 
We ſeemed vaſtly agitated upon the word 
er, being uſed by the perſon who lets 
We cottage, near us. As yet, we have 
Pitcher ſeen, nor heard any thing of them: 


Within, which by no means agrees with 
er, but ſhe dreads meeting him, and I 
ſure I dread it too: ſhe makes us all 


D 2 > "Wy 


telligence, as ſoon as I ſaw her compoſed 


du may ſuppoſe, ſhe keeps very much 


o che amuſements, in order, as ſhe ſays, - 
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to bring her home chit chat; but I ſuſ. 
pect it is ſimply, from the kind motive 
of wiſhing not to debar us from any en. 
tertainment; and ſhe actually ſeems to 
liſten with attention to the accounts we 
bring home from the Rooms, &c. &c, 
And now, my deareſt Aunt, I muſt tall 
to you a little of myſelf: I believe ! 
mentioned in my laſt, that Sir Thomas 
Stanhope and Mr. Wentworth were ar. 
rived, and of courſe we met very ſoon; 
for in Bath, in one hour you ſee every 
body in the town. 


Mr. Wentworth deſired at the Rooms 
that I would give him leave to introduce 
Sir Thomas Stanhope to me, who could 
not venture, after his manner to me in 
London, to ſolicit himſelf the honor ffi 
my hand; I gave him permiſſion, and mol 
willingly, my dear Aunt, (begging your 
pardon, for not aſking your leave firlt.) 
He took an opportunity of mentioning to 
me, How cruelly he had been deceived, 

and 


L 58 1 
and hoped I would forgive the effects of 


Ve r. Daſhwood's inventions.“ 

I endeavoured to pardon him with as 
much coolneſs as poſſible, but I was ap- 
-c Wprebenſive ; he /aid it was more agreeable 
ah to be friends with him, than to be at vari- 
ance : he likewiſe intreated that I would 
allow him to call upon me, but I faid, 
« that, I could not conlent to, as I was 
upon a viſit at Mr. Aubrey's, and more- 
over, I did not think you would approve 
of gentlemen paying ſo young a girl 
viſits.” He bowed, and ſaid, © I muſt 
hope, as Mr. Aubrey is the particular 


Ns, 
\ce acquaintance of Mr. Wentworth and Mr. 
na Freeman, to gain ſomehow, admittance, 


for I wiſh, my dear Miſs Willoughby, to 
ſpeak to you more at my eaſe, than it is 
poſſible in a room like this.“ I made no 
reply, for in truth, I could think of no- 
thing to ſay, and I am no hypocrite; I 
danced on, therefore, my dear Aunt, with 
more than even my uſual glee, and Sir 
Thomas ſeemed more animated and agree- 

D 3 able 


ul 


E 


able than ever. He ſaid little, at tha ra 
time, of Mr. Daſhwood, or the letter hr 
that had, in London, paſſed between us; th 
but the next morning Mr. Wentworth 


" brought him to Mr. Aubrey's, who va hi 
il ſhocked beyond meaſure, at hearing tha th 
5 Louiſa ſaw no company; he was ſo ex- ix 
1 tremely ſhocked, that he was obliged to b 
194 leave the room, and I was juſt going to © 
| | ſee for Mr. Aubrey, (who was not in the q 
1 drawing room) when Sir Thomas Stan- c 
'1 hope took the opportunity 'of our being ; 
il together, to declare himſelf in ſo many 2 
W words my lover: I was a great deal con-! 
1 fuſed indeed, my dear Aunt, and neither | 
1 0 


able to look or to ſpeak. What a dif. 
ference 1s it to a young woman, to have 
to give a refuſal, or to have to confels, 
(or rather to make it appear) that ſhe 
deſigns accepting propoſals : I really was 
quite diſtreſſed, and he very modeſtly ſaid, 
* He hoped he might interpret my ſilence 
into compaſſion, for what he had under- 
gone upon my account, owing to the 
falſhoods invented by that puppy and 

raſcal, 
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raſcal, Daſhwood.” He faid, He had 
brought him to confeſs his baſeneſs, but 
that, as he was obliged to make off upon 
another occaſion, he had not humbled 
him, as yet, in the manner he hoped he 
ſhould.” I then took the opportunity of 
ſpeaking ; I ſaid, © He would oblige me 
beyond mealure, by never either thinking 
of, or naming that man again, that he had 
quite done away my reſentment, by having 
cleared me to Sir Thomas Stanhope.” 
Juſt then Mr. Aubrey came in, and very 
aukward was it for me, after what had 
paſſed, to introduce him to my friend, 
but I was obliged to do it; I ſaid, © Mr. 
Wentworth, Sir, brought Sir Thomas 
Stanhope here, in order to preſent his 
particular friend to you, but having quit- 
ted the room rather abruptly, has left the 
office to me.” Mr. Aubrey received him 


very politely, and immediately invited 


him to dine the next day, to meet his two 


friends. What will poor Louiſa do? ſhe 


cannot appear, 1 am ſure, to Mr. Went- 
worth. He then made his excuſes for 
| D 4 


n ry * SH: 4 —E" I». a. 
1 _ * b » RD — 2 * 2327 a by — 

1 — wr 2 2 g A * Hs "OG 4 ORE — 2 & -* 33 ** _ F 23 . — 2 » As 

No . 22 * — ww 5 — py Wb » , by - ; : * b, f wo 18 - Ag + 5-4 wth 5) 7 2 2 
1 5 1 ** N . 4 , „ i . 4 8 

— — Wn" : \ _ m—— . * * IW * 4 - : 8 n . — — rr 

7 you 7 > * 4 f 1 * 5 » " by — ©. — 

- R * — « 2 8 "4 5 5 8 » — — 7 - > 
4 oy ” o = 2 7 
- * ** — 


e ee : 
a, J 
he * 


« . 7 
24 = 


I 


a” en 


As 
» It 


r Ga ras.” 
. . 


IE 
* 
oe 


; = 

= 
Std dt bi 
Ae TAR non 


* 


"af 
=. 
4 
vill 


— 


* 2 
= IRE 


L 56 J 


leaving us tete à tete, but ſaid, The la- 
dies were waiting for him on the parade.” N hc 


This gave Sir Thomas an opportunity Him 
of acquainting me of his intentions having con 
been to have waited upon me at Wil- 
loughby-Place, if Mr. Freeman had not Wer 
informed him of my being here ; he in- not 
treated that I would give him hopes, for 
he had already ſuffered amazingly upon Maid 
my account: he mentioned that he had Wha J. 
been very gay and expenſive, but that N mo 
the ſelling one eſtate, had ſet all matters me 
to rights, and that he could ſay that he 
had three thouſand pounds a year unin- Had 
cumbered ; that he would make any ſet- 
tlement you might require : when I ſtop- 
ped him, by intreating he would fay no 
more, till I had aſked your opinion, as 1 
was one of thoſe dutiful nieces, that could 
not bring myſelf to decide upon ſuch a 
very important ſubjett, without the ſanc- 
tion of the dear friend, with whom I had 
always lived, and in whom I had ſo long 
confided. 


This 


11 


This ſort of ſpeech, though it gave him, 
I hope, a perfect notion of the reſpett I 
ſhould ſhew to your advice, certainly gave 
aim to underſtand that the objection muſt 
come from you, if there were any. 1 
oft ſincerely hope, unleſs you know any 
very oſtenſible objettions, that you will 
not forbid my accepting Sir Thomas Stan- 


r ope's propoſals, as I do aſſure you can- W 
aid, my dear Aunt, that I have ever felt 1 
a little prejudiced in his favor, and the ; 1 
t more I hear of him, and the oftener we 1 
s meet, the more perſuaded I am, that his 8 
> Wfaults were only upon the ſurface : he is 1 
a fond, a moſt excellent young man. if 
1 ki; 


My poor Louiſa is very much diſtreſſed 

at our having company, and for poor 

Mr. Wentworth, who ſhe had long felt 

for, and I was in hopes that in time ſhe 

would have rewarded him for the con- 

ſtancy of his attachment, but now that 

hope 1s at an end; I am ſure ſhe will "0 
never think of marrying, when the Mar- 
$quis de Villebon is {till able to put her in 
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ſuch a terrible ſituation ; it ſhews, that in 
ſpite of herſelf, he has her heart. I ſhould 
be obliged to you for your anſwer as 
ſoon as poſſible, for I do not think it 
right to keep Sir Thomas Stanhope long 
in ſuſpenſe. I am with uſual good wiſhes, 
Your's moſt gratefully, and affettionately, 


SoPHiaA WILLOUGHBY. 
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LETTER XXXV, 


Mrs. Willoughby to Miſs Willoughby. 


PIR 


unn 
—— 


Y oo have my permiſhon, my dear girl, 
to uſe entirely your own judgment upon 
the preſent important occaſion: I have, 


as well as yourſelf, heard Sir Thomas 


Stanhope's gaities cenſured, but if they 


really are at an end, (which Lord Edge- 


more was ſaying, in indifferent converſation, . 


ſince you left us,) I ſhould be ſorry to 
thwart your wiſhes, in an affair that ſo 


materially concerns your happineſs in life. 
He certainly has demonſtrated much at- 


tachment to you, and I only hope to inter- 
fere in two things : that he ſhould make it 
Clear to Mr, Aubrey, that a miſtrefs I know 
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he has kept, is off his hands, and that he 
actually has the fortune remaining that he 
alledges. You will think me poſſibly, a 
very illiberal old maid, but believe me, my 
dear, I have reaſons for what I ſay, and 
being under a promiſe not to tell them, you 
will only oblige me by acting as I requeſt ; 
I ſhall at the ſame time own to you, that 
though theſe doubts have been vaiſed in 
my breaſt, they were not by a perſon that 
I put imphcit confidence in; but I ſhould 
wiſh to have it clearly proved, that there is 
no guile nor fault remaining in the favored 


lover of my darling child. You poſſibly 


may prefer Mrs. Aubrey's aſking her huſ- 


band to ſtand your friend in this matter, 
it certainly will be leſs aukward, and more 
ſatisfactory to me. 


I have had a viſit this morning from 
Madame de Louvre and her little girl; 
they enquired moſt kindly for you; ſhe 
ſaid, The Marquis de Villebon and his 
ſiſter were gone to Bath :” I ſaid, “ Is 
that his ſiſter, it was generally underſtood 
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© here, that he was her huſband :** Madame . 
: de Louvre ſaid, © I do not know how that 
1 happened, for we could have told other- Ti 
/ wiſe, but it is only lately that we knew ſt 
1 they were in our neighbourhood : he never 1 | 
was married; this ſiſter lived at Lauſanne W 
with her Aunt, and I never happened to 1 
˖ hear why ſhe left her.“ i 
| 1 
This proof poſitive of her not being his mM 
| wife, at leaſt, will J hope be ſatisfaQtory to y kl 
1 my dear Louiſa; though I confeſs I can- "* 
| not in any way conceive how he is to be 0 

cleared, after what ſhe ſaw with the nun; . 


time muſt unravel this myſtery, and I hope 
ere long, for the ſuſpenſe ſhe is now 1n, 
will kill her. 
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Mrs. Penton calls here very often, and 

I hate talking to her, ſhe is ſo prying, and 
ſo evidently comes to pick up news for 
my lady; you may depend upon it, ſhe 
gains her ends but poorly by me, who 
never was a goſſip, and am juſt now taken 
up entirely with the thoughts of my dear 
neices; 
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neices; the affliction and illneſs of one, 
and the proſpe& of loſing my eleve, the 
dear child that has been my comfort and 
amuſement for ſo many years. God bleſs 
you. 


ELEANOR WI1ILLOUGHBY. 


LW 1 


LETTER XXXVI. 


Miſs Willoughby to Mrs. Willoughby. 


Bath. 
MY DEAR AUNT, 


1 CANNOT talk of myſelf, I have ſo much 
to relate of my dear, dear couſin : the 
gentlemen of her acquaintance dined here, 
and Louiſa was prevailed upon to admit 
Mr. Wentworth to her preſence ; he went 
in with me, and fat with her before dinner, 
and he was evidently ſhocked at the al- 
teration, but he concealed his emotions to 
the utmoſt of his power; however, no- 
thing, you know, can be loſt to his pene- 
trating eye, and ſhe looked as if ſhe ſaw 
his concern; ſhe ſaid, © Do not, dear, 

good 


I 64 ] 
good Mr. Wentworth, be unhappy for 


me ; my life cannot laſt long, and I am 
ſo wretched, that the ſooner I go, the 
better for my friends.” He was ſenſibly 
affected, but the promiſe he had made, to- 
gether with my being prefent, I ſuppoſe 
made him refrain from expreſſing all the 


tenderneſs, which, it was too evident, was 


paſſing in his breaſt; I really thought he 
would have burſt, he was ſo much affected. 
(She really looks worſe than ever, and 
grows ſo thin!) I am afraid, the thoughts 
of being in the ſame town with the Mar- 
quis, occaſions particularly her agitation. 


But to proceed: Mr. Wentworth recom- 


mended her taking air; ſhe faid, She 
had reaſons for not going out, which it 
was impoſhble to ſtate ;** he faid, © He 
did not mean to dive into her motions, 
but if ſhe had a diſlike to walking out in 
Bath, he adviſed her going out in a car- 
riage, airing ;”” which, ſhe ſaid, © She 
would do,“ upon my joining him fer- 
vently in the intreaty. She therefore, 
promiſed to go out the next day, and be 
| then 
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then returned to the gentlemen. Mrs. 
Aubrey and her lovely daughter came in, 
and we all endeavoured to cheer Louiſa, 
with talking of the belles and beaux, with 
which Bath is abounding, but in vain: 
ſince ſhe has been told of the Marquis 
being here, ſhe has not been able even to 
affect being amuſed. 


The next morning Mrs. Aubrey ordered 
her chaiſe, and we three young people 


went together upon the Briſtol road: we 


happened to meet Mr. Freeman and Mr. 
Wentworth riding; the latter endeavoured 
to perſuade Louiſa, that, if ſhe objected to 
walking in Bath, ſhe ſhould get out there, 
and enjoy the freſh air ; to which, at laſt, 
ſhe conſented : he helped her out of the 
chaiſe, and ſhe took Mils Selway's arm, 
and Mr. Wentworth's, at our earneſt 
intreaty. She had not felt refreſhed ten 


minutes, before we were met by a chaiſe, 


in which, unhappily, was the Marquis de 
Villebon airing with kzis fiſter ; ſhe knew 
them in an inſtant,' and as ſoon as they 

were 
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were paſſed, ſhe fell upon Mr. Went. 
worth's arm in a fainting fit: we were 
moſt diſagreeably ſituated, and not able 
to make any remark to one another. Mr. 
Wentworth at once recollected the face 
of Villebon, and was not at a loſs for the 
cauſe of her preſent illneſs. We put her, 
as ſoon as it was ſafe, into the chaiſe :. ſhe 
did not ſpeak the whole way : Wentworth 
rode by the fide of the chaiſe till we ar- 
rived, and ſhe then, in the kindeſt man. 
ner, kiſſed her hand to Wer and ſhook 
her head. 


We were obliged to put her to bed as if 
ſoon as we got in, and to relate to Mrs, 
Aubrey what had paſſed, who of courſe 
condoled with us extremely, upon the 
little proſpe& now. there is of this dear 
woman's recovery. 


We have to-day had a viſit from Mon- 
ſieur de Cologne and his ſon ; the latter 
. wiſhed particularly to be introduced to 
Miſs Conway, but I told him, “ That ſhe 


was 


EL] 


was ſo ill, that it would not be poſſible 
to even carry in her friend and proteQtor, 
his father ; and that I was ſure no ſtranger 
could even be named to her.” He ſaid, 
« She is going to be married, 1s ſhe not, 
to a Mr. Wentworth? I ſaid, © I did 
not know that ſhe was.” Mr. Aubrey 
intreated the French gentlemen to dine, 
but they declined it: Monſieur de Co- 
logne ſaid, © In a fick - houſe, company 
could not be at all defirable;” and the ſon 
excuſed himſelf, ſaying, © He alſo had a 
ſick friend to comfort, the Marquis de 
Villebon, who was very ill, as well as his 
ſiſter, and they, were his particular friends.“ 


Of courſe I have not been able to 
ſpeak of Sir Thomas Stanhope, or to 
hear one word he has attempted to ſay : 
the ſituation of my poor dear Louiſa quite 
diſheartens me; I long as much as you 
do for an eclairciſſement, but ſhe herſelf 
is ſo ſatisfied as to his guilt, that ſhe does 
not even indulge a hope of any thing fa- 
vorable being brought to light ; ſhe only 
wiſhes 
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wiſhes to be well enough to quit Bath, as 


the ill health of his ſiſter will keep him 


there. I will write again, my dear Madam, 
if I ſhould be ſo happy as to have any 
thing better to relate, otherwiſe, I ſhall 
wait till the intelligence you require re- 
ſpetting Sir Thomas Stanhope, can be 
obtained for you. 


I am your moſt dutiſul and 
Affectionate Niece, 


SOPHIA W1ILLOUGHBY, 


11 


LETTER XXXVIL 


The Marquis de Villebon to Miſs Conway. 


— 


Gay £L Louiſa! Oh, why would you not 
at once tell me you preferred another? I 
ſhould have regretted it, poſſibly it might 
have killed me, but it would have been 
more deciſive, and leſs afflicting and tor- 
menting, than the ſuſpenſe I have en- 
dured; not to mention that I have almoſt 
broke my ſiſter's heart. Happy Went- 
worth! favored Engliſhman! I always 
feared that he would be my rival: all 


now I have to aſk is, that you will return 


to me the packets that I have from time 
to time ſent you, fince I took my ſiſter 
irom the convent. I ſhould be ſorry 
your 


SU 


2 
— 


— 
3 


I 1 


your huſband ſaw the expreſſions of love, 
of hope, of ſuſpenſe, of fear; in ſhort, I 
would not be laughed at, by you both per- 
haps, when you may together take it into 
your heads to read over the enthuſiaſm of 
a mad Frenchman : Oh, return them to 
me, keep no memento of my folly : happy 
Wentworth ! but I have done; ſend me 1 
my papers, and I will avoid you for ever. 


V1LLEBON. 
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LETTER XXxXVIII. 


— — 


Miſs Conway to the Marquis de FVillebon. 


1 Au hardly able, Villebon, to vrite: 
was it your ſiſter you took from the con- 
vent? I am not to marry Wentworth: I 
have received no papers from you ſince 


| the laſt evening we met at Madame de 
Grammont's., 


Lovisa Conwar. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


— — 
The Marquis de Villebon to Miſs Conway. 


N or received my letters, Louiſa! Is it, 
good heavens, is it poſſible! Where is 
Annette? Cannot ſhe tell you of my pa- 
pers? I gave them to a ſervant at the 
convent, that is, I gave the firſt letter to 
him, to give into your own maid's hands; 
Oh, my ſoul! let this be explained !- Sift 
it to the bottom. I begip to hope there 
has been foul play, and that I have been 
indeed deceived; at any rate, I am eaſier 

than I have been this long, long time. 

Wentworth is not to be your huſband! 

Who is then? My ſiſter is too ill to bear 
a ſcene 
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V1LLEBON. 


Your faithful lover, 


be to her, (after all ſhe has felt for me) 
or ſhe would fly to you, ſhe bids me ſay, 


101 
a ſcene ſo affecting, as ſeeing you would 
Adieu. 
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LETTER XI. 


Miſs Conway to the Marquis de Villebon. 


I HAVE interrogated Annette; ſhe de- 
clares that ſhe never had a letter for me 
given into her care 'in all her life, which 
ſhe did not inſtantly deliver. She recol- 
lets however, having a quarrel with the 
Abbe's ſervant upon ſome trivial occa- 
ſion, and he ſaid, Now Annette, I will 
burn all the good things I have in my pol- 
ſeſſion.“ She told him, She defied him 
to hurt her by ſo doing, and that he in- 
ſtantly brought a large packet directed 9 
ker, which ſhe endeavoured to reſcue from 
the flames, but that it was burnt in an 
inſtant,” He added that, He did not 
mean 


>. a 
W 


— 75 J 
mean actually to have burnt it, but as it 


had happened, the contents ſhould be for 
ever buried in oblivion.” She was per- 


ſuaded, as ſhe had no correſpondent, that 
he had only rolled up waſte paper, and - 


directed it to deceive and vex her; ſhe 
went away immediately, and from that hour 
to this ſhe never thought of it; ſhe re- 
members that I was very ill at the time, 
and to that ſhe imputes her having en- 
tirely forgot ever again to queſtion the 
man upon the ſubjett. 


It is poſſible, Monſieur, you ſee, that 


this may be the letter you wrote me at 


firſt, but why have you forſaken and 
abandoned me fince? let that be ex- 


plained. I am truly concerned for your 


ſiſter, and offer her, as well as yourſelf, 


my heartieſt good wiſhes, being 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 


Louis A Conwar. 
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LETTER XLI. 


— — 
The Marquis de Villebon to Miſs Conway. 


4 
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O. Louie, do not write to me in that 
cool ſtyle, when there is a proſpett now 
of my proving how much I have been 
wronged, when you ſuppoſed yourſelf a- 
bandoned by me; I confeſs, appearances 
have been terribly againſt me, but bow did 
you know I took any one from your con- 
vent, my beſt beloved? I vill ceaſe to 
annoy you with my interrogatories; but, 
to proceed to giving you a full and true 
account of myſelf ſince we parted: I ſhall 
begin by the occaſion of my having left 
France firſt. You may recolle& my going 


PO nn It was at the in- 
treaty 
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treaty of my ſiſter, who vas going to be 
ſacrificed, againſt her inclination, to a man 
twice her age, of great fortune, and of the 
ci-devant nobleſſe of France. I arrived 
happily in time to prevent it, and put it, 
as I hoped, entirely off; but my Aunt 
who you have heard me ſay was a great 
devotee, and was ſet wholly upon the next 
world, was very little acquainted or con- 
cerned in thoſe things that were paſſing 
around her: although ſhe had never been 
married herſelf, ſhe was very ready for 
her niece to conform to the cuſtom in 
France, of marrying without any mutual 
regard, and all I ſaid againſt it, had mo. 
longer any avail than during the time that 
I was with them. I had not been a vaſt 
while returned from Switzerland, before 
I received a letter from my Iſabelle, ſay- 
ing that her Aunt had again been prevailed 
upon to renew her commands for her to 
give this old man her hand: ſſie intreated 
that I would once more interfere in her 
behalf, which I did immediately; but my 
Aunt returned” for anſwer, chat, % She 
oy Ez might 
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might take the veil, or marry the man ſhe 


had fixed upon, which ever ſhe preferred 


of the two, but upon no account vould 
ſhe otherwiſe call her her niece, or re- 
member her as ſuch in her will :” ſhe 
complained that my poor ſiſter had a vaſt 
deal of obſtinacy in her nature, and that 


ſhe interrupted her devotions, and broke 


in upon her comfort. I felt piqued at 


her manner of ſpeaking, and wrote imme- 


diately, to intreat that ſhe would allow me 
to take under my own care and protec- 
tion my only ſiſter, whoſe happineſs and 
peace of mind I eſteemed above every 
other conſideration. She ſent me a very 
ſhort anſwer, ſaying, © That Mademoiſelle 


was left to her, and ſhe ſhovld act by her 


as if it had been her own daughter.“ I 
did not for an age hear again from Lau- 
ſanne, and I began to hope that the French 
nobleman had changed his intentions to- 
wards my fiſter, but I received a letter 
from my Aunt, ſaying, © That ſhe had 
come to a reſolution to leave her eſtates, 


Kc. away from both, unleſs I conſented 


tO 


e 


to marry the daughter of a nobleman who 
lived near Grenoble, and if my ſiſter did 
not immediately decide upon either mar. 
rying or becoming a nun:“ ſhe had al- 
ways been harping upon my forming this 
connexion, and ſhe was at once the weak- 


eſt and the moſt perverſe woman I ever 


knew, and ſo great a bigot to her own 
religion, that I cannot conceive what her 
fury would have been, if by any chance 
ſhe had heard that my whole heart was 
given to a proteſtant. I wrote to her, 
and intreated, at leaſt, to be permitted to 


remain ſingle, and as for my fiſter, I ſaid 


every thing in words to intreat that no 
force ſhould be uſed. 


I do not think I ever told you all this, 
I was, I recollect, apprehenſive of ever 
naming my Aunt, leſt you ſhould diſcoyer 
the abhorrence ſhe not only had to Pro- 


teſtants, but to Engliſh ladies; that was 


her favorite topic, and I ſometimes ſuſ- 
petted ſome kind friend had diſcovered 
my. attachment, and had given her the 
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hint. But to return to my fiſter : nothing 
I could fay had the leaſt weight, and I was 
in deſpair. You may remember, at times, 
aſter you had cleared up my doubts as to 
Mr. Wentworth, I had ſome moments of 
dullneſs, which you reproached me for. 
At length I received a letter from Iſabelle, 

telling me, © That on ſuch à day, ſhe was 
to be brought to the very convent in 
which you happened to be placed, and 
that the firicteſt charges had been already 
given to the Abbeſs, to let no one ſee her 
after "ſhe. had taken the veil, not even 
through the grate, for that her puniſh- 
ment düght to equal her fault.” My 
ſiſter told me, * That the only chance 
there was of her eſcaping, was, upon the 
firſt night of her arrival, before ſhe had 
taken the veil.” I ſent her immediately 
the plan of my taking her away, knowing 
as 1 did, every ſtep about the convent, for 
thoſe who were not actually nuns. A 
thouſand times I thought to ſpeak to you 
upon it, but I dreaded defeating my fiſtgg!s 
vines I thought that if you knew of it 
the 


11 
the night before, you might contrive to 
write to me, and I fondly hoped you 


would, together with your friend Miſs 


Selway, follow us, and commit yourlelf to 
my protection: I was afraid of truſting 
any one even with a letter, as I was ſure 
the leaſt - ſuſpicion would for ever ruin 
Iſabelle. I had the good fortune to get 


her in ſafety away, though ſhe had the 
habit of a nun; and my feelings were ſuch, 


that I cannot deſcribe them, during the 
moment I was waiting for her eſcape ; it 


ſeemed to me that I ſhould never ſee you 
again; my heart miſgave me, I had pre- 
ſages of the ill that has ſince befallen me, 


but the haſty ſteps of Iſabelle rouſed me, 
and we flew out of reach immediately : 


we diſguiſed ourſelves through the aſſiſt- 
ance of an old ſervant of my father's, and 


reached Havre de Grace. I had given a 


letter for you to the Abbeſs's ſervant, 3 
addreſſed to Annette, which letter being : 
burnt, occaſioned all the confuſion, _ In 


that; you had our route; I ſaid, © I ſhould , 
ſtay at Havre till I could hear e or ſee you, 
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as I was not flying my country, but my 
Aunt at Lauſanne.” It was for my ſiſter 
that I diſguiſed myſelf, though I have 
fince been made one of the unhappy emi- 
grants, and have fuffered among them. 
I waited five weeks, and ſhould certainly 
have returned to Paris, till I had ſeen you 
by ſome means, had not Iſabelle's health 
been ſo dreadful that I could not leave 
her; I had beſides accounts that they 
were tearing up my very trees by the 
roots, as they termed me an emigrant, an 
ariſtocrat, and a traitor to my country. 
This alarmed my fiſter ſo much, that 1 
thought it expedient to come over to 


England directly, in a little American 


veſſel, the Captain of which, carried over 
letters addreſſed to you, and my agent. 


I was continually writing down my 
thoughts, and in black and white, pouring 
out the effuſions of my foul, whether 1 
had a proſpe& of ſending it to you or not; 
at laſt, I had an opportunity of getting over 


volumes almoſt, and I always, (or generally 
| I had 


EE cate. a aw a. on 


ty 


] had better ſay) pointed out to you, the 
means of anſwering them. Being how- 
ever perpetually diſappointed, I began to 
grow very wretched ; I languiſhed to get 
ſome tidings of you, and when I heard 
that your convent had been demoliſhed, I 
was half diſtrafted, and upon the rack 
about you; my ſiſter was eternally worn 
with my apprehenſions, and the deſpair I 
expreſſed ; ſhe felt for me beyond deſcrip- 
tion, inſomuch that it affected her health. 


My miſery, and her- remorſe which at 
times ſhe could not help feeling at having 
deceived her Aunt, rendered us moſt un- 
happy companions. I went upon ſome. 
buſineſs to London, where I had the good 
fortune to meet the young Monſieur de 
Cologne, who was my earlieſt friend in 
France, and, as he had been brought up 
in England, he knew how to put us in a 
better mode of proceeding than . we were 
about to purſue, 


4 4% 


I hinted to him, that a love. affair had 
E 6 TEN 
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rendered me the miſerable object he found 
me, and he afforded me all the conſolation 
in his power, by pointing out the probabi- 
lity of your ſafety, though no accounts of 
it had reached me in times ſuch as theſe; 
I cautiouſly avoided telling your name, 
or that you were an Engliſh woman, for 
reaſons; that I have before given you; he 
did not take that reſerve ill, but would 
liſten whole hours to my deſcription of you, 
to my | recitals of what had paſſed between 
us, and to my diſmay at the cruel uncer- 
—_ I was: pings 


Aidenived from his ſympathy and Iſa 
belle's, all the comfort that could be ad- 
miniſtered; and I have experienced the 
greateſt fi ĩendſhip from this worthy young 
man in a thouſand inſtances ſince I came to 
England ; if I had not loſt all my fortune, 
with my honor, I ſhould hope ſtill to add a 
nearer name to him, by conſenting to his be- 
coming my brother ; but juſt now, that 1s 
not to the purpoſe, for I have a dread that 
Habelle will not be long in this world. 

Mon- 
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Monſieur de Cologne recommended my 
going into Yorkſhire as -a cheap country, 
and I the more readily conſented to it, as 1 
recolletted having heard you ſpeak particu- 
larly of that country, though I could not 
remember the name of your relations in 
thoſe parts; I took the cottage which is 
near your Aunt's, and I. call Heaven to 
witneſs that you have never one inſtant been 
out my thoughts, morning, noon, or night: 
I have enjoyed no reſt ; my very dreams 
were all of you; I ſaw you either in diſ- 
treſs, or in the poſſeſſion of another; ſome- 
times you were juſt ſhip-wrecked, and I 
tore you by the hair, out: of the mercileſs 
ocean; at other times, you were Juſt dragged 
to the guillotine ; and ſuch was the impreſ- 
ſion I had of your calamities, that I had 
more than once (I bluſh to ſay it) planned 
my own deſtruction ; you have made me a 
coward, and now you ſhall ſee me att like a 
man. The ſame idea that preſents itſelf 
againſt my Iſabelle's, (if ſhe ſhould reco- 
ver) marrying Cologne, will make me ne- 
ver urge you to become mine; while I had 

riches, 
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riches, and grandeur, all my deſire, all my 

hope was to ſhare it with you, but now 
Louiſa, if you will once ſee me as your 

friend, 1 will not offer to you a beggar, an 
out-caſt ; only tell me that you are ſatisfied 
of my love, of my never having negleQed, 
or meant to abandon you, and I ſhall die in 
peace. Deign me one word of anſwer, if 
you have the leaſt charity, my deareſt 
Louiſa. 


Farewell, 


V1ILLEBON. 
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LETTER; XLII. 


— nmr een 
Miſs Willoughby to Mrs. Willoughby. 
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Bath. 
MY DEAR AUNT, 


My couſin, and her lover, are very bu- 
fily employed in correſponding ; he has 


tally cleared him of all blame. Now there 
is a new difficulty ſtarted, and that is by the 
gentleman ; he does not intend to marry 
her, becauſe he 1s not rich, and I do not 
know, how ſhe will ever be able to perſuade 
lim to it, if ſhe ſhould even endeavour : it 
will be very curious, after they have been 
dying for each other ſo long, that becauſe, the 


fortune is not on his fide, they are to ſepa- 
rate. 


written her a long account, which has to- 
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rate for ever; I am afraid, if I was her, 
I ſhould inſiſt upon his accepting what I 
had, but ſhe is quite at a loſs what to ſay; 
this objection I dare ſay never occurred to 
her. She is (without owning it) wonder- 
fully mended fince this affair has had ſuch 
a new turn; "the looks already in better 
health, but that ſhe imputes “ to Bath 
agreeing with her;“ for my part, I am of 
opimon, that ſhe would ere long have been 
in her grave, much as the air agrees now 
with her, if ſuch an eclairciſſement had not 


taken place; ſhe will not allow us to con- 


gratulate her; ſnhe ſays © You ſee he rejetts 
me; be has ſtarted ſuch an objection himſelf 
that never would have entered his head, if 
he had loved me as formerly; but I am 
content, I only want to be friends with him, 
and there is no fort of occaſion of an inter- 
| view.. | 

Mr. Aubrey ventured to aſk Sir Tho- 
mas Stanhope the queſtions you defired; 
he has parted from his lady, ever ßince he 
firſt faw-me; he is too ſmcere to deny hav- 


ing 
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ing FRM very gay; his race horſes alſo are 
given up, and his fortune he declares is an 


entire three thouſand pounds a year, which 


he will make immediately appear to any 
one you will pleaſe to employ to ſurvey, 
and value his eſtates ; I think it would, at- 
ter ſuch aſſurances upon his part, be inde- 
licate to expreſs any more doubts; I ſhall 
however, not give him my conſent, until 
I hear that you are ſatisfied with what I 
now tell you; I am ſure you will be: very 
happy to receive ſuch a good account of my 
couſin ; poor Mr. Wentworth! he now has 


all my pity ; he is become ſo very dejedted 


ſince the day he diſcovered the cauſe of all 
Louiſa's miſery at Bath, that I am really 


afraid it will be fatal to him. It is very awk - 


ward to be ſo beautiful and ſo engaging, as 


to have two people at once dying abſo- 


lutely for you; and two ſo charming as 
both her lovers are; what a tragedy bas 
her love been; and all of a ſudden the 
cloud is diſpelled, though the reconciliation 
has not taken place; ſhe ſmiles, ſhe eats, 
lhe drinks, but I do not think ſhe has ſlept 
ſince 
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fince they paſſed each other upon the 


road; the quick tranſition from ſorrow, 
to hope, has given full employment for 
her thoughts at night, as well as day.; and 
I dare ſay ſhe is in a fad dilemma fince his 


noble reſolution of not offering a beggar to 


her, which you will read in the copy of his 
letter which I now encloſe. 


I hope, I am not uncharitable, but 1 
ſuſpect that Mrs. Penton told you what 
you hint reſpetiing. Sir Thomas, and. 1 
ſuſpect that his humble friend, Elphinſtone, 
was her author, becauſe I ever had a very 
contemptible opinion of the Lady, and Sir 
Thomas gave me to underſtand, they re- 
ſembled each other in character extremely; 
I hope (fo as I do not live in their neigh- 
bourhood) that they will make a match; 
they are uncommonly well ſuited for ſuch 
an union. 


Miſs Selway is very much admired at 
Bath, but I can perceive that ſhe has a 
penchint for Mr, Freeman, who is kept 

aloof 


{} 
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aloof by the hauteur Mrs. Aubrey ſhews 
to him, whenever he touches upon his ad- 
miration of her daughter; he is really a 
very pleaſant man, and (but for a few 
faſhionable foibles, which he will put off, 
no doubt, when he marries) I cannot think 
what there is to make him ſo diſhked by 
the mammas. Adieu my dear Aunt. 


I am your's moſt dutifully, 


SOPUIA WILLOUGHBY. 
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LETTER XLIII. 


b - 


Miſs Conway to the Marquis de Villebon. 


1 AM perfectly ſatisfied of your truth, and 
am very much concerned that you ſhould 
have ſuffered as you have done for any 
thing ſo unworthy as 1 am; and what 
words have Ito expreſs, what I feel for 
your amiable fiſter : who could have ſup- 
poſed that an accident fo untoward as the 
burning of your packet could have hap- 
pened ; I could not blame Annette, after 
the explanation ſhe gave ; had that packet 
arrived we ſhould both have eſcaped a 
world of anxiety ! Since you are contented 
that things ſhould remain as they are, it 
1s 


I accept 


you as my friend, and wiſh you happy in 


whatever ſituation you may fix upon. 
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LETTER XIIV. 


The Marquis de Villebon to Miſs Conway, 


W. LL you allow me to ſee you Louiſa! 
Will you perſonally accept me as your 
friend, ſince fortune has unluckily put you 
beyond my reach, in any other light ? | 
ſhall moſt gladly fling myſelf at your feet, 
"8 if you will allow me; I cannot reſt til] 
„ am accepted even in this new character. 
Send me permiſſion by the bearer to vait 
upon you. 


VILLEBON. 


| Sar i 3 
_ "© - "— = - 1 — Foray 1 at ba POT O08 ＋ . 7 — Pe N * 
— 8 — _— 2 — —— — — 2 * * * _ — 3 MS 7 Y * WT * 
"YRS 7 2 — —— 2 * 8 It 


= x" => ES: 2 — 


e RR wy RN nee — 44 Kr 22 * 


ts, 


* 


Louis A Conwar. 


L 96 ] 
LETTER XLV. 
M/ Conway to the Marqu 


Mos: undoubtedly 1 ſhall be very 


happy to ſee you. 
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LETTFR XLVI. 


Mrs. Willoughby to Miſs Willoughby. 


2 


Willoughby-Place. 


1 REJOICE from my heart, my dear girl, 
that poor Villebon has proved himſelf fo 
worthy of Louiſa; I hope it will in ſome 
way or other be brought about, notwith- 
ſtanding his preſent delicacy, that ſhe will 
give him her hand; they have a ſufficiency 
between them, and I am quite of opi- 
nion that it matters not from which fide 
the wealth comes; were I to chuſe it 
ſhould be upon the wife's, as men are apt 


to think, they are the perſons who oblige, 


when they confer riches and honors upon 
our ſex, whereas we never have, you know, 
my 


i 


my dear, ſuch illiberal ideas; I am ſorry 
you condemn poor Mrs. Penton in the 


preſent inſtance; I give you my word, 


neither her, nor Parſon Elphinſtone, are to 
blame now. Mr. Daſhwood it was, who 
reported hereabouts, that Sir Thomas 
might attempt to retrench, but that it was 
impoſſible, for he was ruined paſt all re- 
demption; now though I by no means 
gave entire credit to this animal's report, I 
was willing to be quite certain before you 
had actually determined to accept Sir 
Thomas Stanhope ; I now adviſe that you 
do with all my heart, 
Aubrey has ſome. very good reaſon for 
ber manner to her daughter's admirer ; 
| WH young people and old can never be ſup- 
Y poled to think alike; in general old perſons 
bo totally forget they were ever young, and 


it WM prejudiced in their opinions, that girls 

pt make a rule of not attending to them; but ; 
e, Mrs. Aubrey, by the defeription you have 
n 


all ſent, is ſo different, and there is ſuch 


confidence between them (as there has 
You II. F 


cver 


I conclude Mrs. 


are ſo very contratted in their ideas, and 
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him when he was pining for her; I ſhall 
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ever been between you, and myſelf) 
that I ſhould think Miſs Selway will be 
wholly guided by her ; ſhe ſees the matter 
impartially, which the young lady does not 
at all affect to do. I cannot help obſerv- 
ing how very ſuddenly the Marquis has 
thought of Louiſa's fortune being too good 
for him; that inconvenience never ſtruck 


if he perſiſts in ſuch an abſurd wiſh, as to 
be only her friend, think him a very ro- 
mantic ſtrange character, if not a mad man. 


I ſhall be glad when all your little amour: 
are ſettled, for it has put me ſadly out of 
my line to talk ſo much upon a buſineſs [ 
never happened myſelf to be engaged in. 
I hope you will ſoon tell me, that you have 
thoughts of returning home. 


God bleſs you, 


ELEANOR WILLOUGHBY. 
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LETTER XLVII. 


— — 


Louiſa Conway to Mrs, Willoughby. 


Bath, 


n. A, Sophia is wonderfully taken up with 
my friend Miſs Selway, and her friend Sir 
Thomas Stanhope, I have undertaken to 
continue the hiſtory of my own affairs: 
$1 WW the left off, I think, where we were to 
in. ¶ have an interview: I aſked the permiſſion 
we Hof Mr. Aubrey for it to be at his houſe, 
and I intreated Auguſta to be preſent at 
it. No ſooner had I ſent the Marquis 
my conſent to ſeeing him, than he ap- 
peared: he flew out of the ſtreet, and 
made but one ſtep to the drawing-room, 
where my friend and I were ſeated to 
F 2 receive 
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receive him; he could not ſpeak, he fell 
upon his knees, he kiſſed my hands over 
and over again, he bathed them with his 
tears; he ſaid, © Louiſa! ah, ſpeak to me 
Louiſa!” but I was not able to ſpeak; 1 
tried to raiſe him from his knees, but he 
was ſo agitated it was impoſſible; he laid 
his head down upon a ſettee there was in 
the room, and 1 really thought he would 
have died with agitation. This alarmed 
me; I endeavoured to conceal my emo- 
tions; I went to him and took his hand: 
nay; my dear Aunt, I kiſſed it ſeveral 
times, Il own I' did; I was alarmed for 
him, all my tenderneſs returned with re- 
doubled affection: he ſaid, Am I only 
to be your friend; Louiſa? I am nowa 
beggar! no longer the ſplendid Villebon!” 
I could not refrain from ſaying, . © Oh 
Marquis, you are more dear to me than 
ever, your misfortunes have no other ef. 
fea, than making me rejoice that I have 
affluence for both our fakes.” He ſprang 
up in an inſtant; he was in raptures, and 


faid, Then, moſt generous of women, i 
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is inconceivable the vaſt tranſport that 1 
feel at your goodneſs, and at being ad- 
mitted to your preſence; my beloved 
friend, how have I longed for this hap- 
pineſs;“ he again kiſſed my hands, and 
indeed we were both, I believe, pretty 
equally rejoiced, though I took care not 
to ſhew it to ſo extravagant 'a degree. 
All my friends laugh à little at my change 
of countenance and manner, but J cannot 
d: diſſemble, my dear Aunt, the pleaſure ſuch 
a a reverſe has given me: I ſhall not, how- 
or ever, dwell further upon the ſcene that 
e- bas juſt paſſed, leſt you ſhould think me 
ly WE rather romantic, ſuffice it, that we parted 
perfectly underſtanding one another; and 
to-morrow I mean to take an opportunity, 


Oh WM when the Marquis is from home, to wait 


1an upon his ſiſter, who, I am ſorry to find, is 
ci- not at all the better for this change of air. 
ave The Marquis expreſſed apprehenſions, that 
ang having been brought up from an infant at 


and Lauſanne, no other air agrees with her: as 


„ it ¶ che climate is ſo very different in England, 
Is J. | I am 
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1 am \ fly afraid ſhe will never have her 
health again. 


You felt ſo much intereſted for Mr, 
Wentworth, that-I muſt inform you that 
he has left Bath: I found cards upon the 
table for the whole party, and he has ſent 
me a beautiful ſpaniel (which I often had 
admired) with his beſt compliments ; that, 
« He was going into Germany, that his 
faithful little dog he bequeathed to me, 
and he humbly hoped that he now and 
then ſhould be remembered with pity, 
when Fidelle ſeemed to moan for his fu. 
gitive maſter.” , I accept it with pleaſure, 
and I ſhall cheriſh the dog, let my lot be 
whatever it will, as the favorite of a man 
I have ſo long eſteemed and regarded; | 
hope that he will meet with a woman 
worthy of him. 


* 


I mean in a day or two to go into pub. 
lic: my friend Monſieur de Cologne i 
quite rejoiced to ſee my ſpirits ſo much 


better, and ſays, If 1 would but put on 
ati 
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a little rouge, no one would gueſs that I 
had been indiſpeſed. I tell him that my 
colour will come of courſe, now my health 
is returning; but he ſeems very impa- 
tient to ſee me, © blythe and bonny.” 
His ſon is a very charming young man, 
and the Marquis told me he was in love 
with“ Iſabelle,” but it does not appear 
that ſhe returns it, or if ſhe does, ſhe does 
not (like Sophia and my ſelf) ſo candidly 
confeſs it. 


Mr. Daſhwood's impertinence about Sir 
Thomas Stanhope, is particularly pro- 


voking, as it does not appear that he will 


be in the way of correction. Nothing here 
is talked of but the ill behaviour of Mrs, 
Somerville ; her huſband 1s here for his 
health, with a daughter, a very fine young 
woman of eighteen. It is an old adage, 
that, © There is no fool like an old one;“ 
and this lady's trip has verified it. It is 
really ſhocking to hear of ſo many of theſe 
kind of things among aged ladies; I can- 
not help imputing it to the neglect and ill 
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uſage of faſhionable huſbands; they cer. 
tainly ſet the fair ſex very bad examples, 
at the ſame time it ſhews much depravity, 
when the revenge wives take 1s of this 
nature, I think if my huſband was to 
give me provocation to do ill, my pride 
would be to mortify him by behaving un- 
exceptionably ; one 1s then ſure of having 
every body of one's fide. They ſay this 
Mrs. Somerville was a woman of ſenſe, 
which makes what has happened the more 
inexcuſable and unaccountable : I am ſure 
ſhe fixed upon a deſpicable coxcomb, by 
all accounts, to elope with: © He is dead 
fick of her,” he ſays : her girl looks very 
dejected, how can it be otherwiſe ! What 
a misfortune to a young perſon who doats 
perhaps on her mother, to ſee her all at 
once plunge into ruin; and from being in 
a reſpectable character, and in the tender 
ſituation of a mother, to be driven from 
ſociety, debarred of ever ſeeing her chil- 
dren, and in time abandoned by a cox- 
comb, who has occaſioned all theſe mil- 
fortunes. 

I am 


11 


I am deſired to mention all this family 
to you properly; and to ſay from Mr. | 
Aubrey, that if you would join us here, 3 
you would make us very, very happy. } 
Adieu, my dear Aunt, 
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LETTER XLVIII. 


M/S Willoughby to her Aunt. 


Bath. 
MY DEAR MADAM, 


M.. AvuBREy has ſaid all that is to be 
ſaid of a ſerious nature to Sir Thomas 
and he now wears me to death to know 
when the happy day 1s to be, and I have 
told him very fairly, that I have no idea, 
at preſent, of changing my ſtate; I will 
own to you, that I have in my own mind 
formed a wiſh, for my marriage not to 
take place till Louiſa's does, which I ſec 
very little proſpet of at preſent : the dear 
girl went yeſterday, with Miſs Selway, to 


wait upon the Marquis's fair fiſter ; ſhe 


Was 


of IS 


was very ill, ſitting upon a ſopha reading, 
when her brother introduced them: he 
had been calling upon Louiſa, and he 


| begged, © he might carry her to Iſabelle.” 


She attempted to riſe when they went in, 
but was too feeble; ſhe was extremely 
affected at the fight of Louiſa, whom ſhe 
knew inſtantly, by having ſeen a portrait 
that her brother always wore of her's 
round his neck : Louiſa went to her, and 
they embraced each other, and Iſabelle 
fell upon her neck, and wept extremely: 
he cannot ſpeak Engliſh, it ſeems, at all. 
During this ſcene, the young Monſieur 
de Cologne entered, and partook of the 
ſenſibility that was evident in the com- 
pany ; Miſs Selway ſays it was very af- 
tetting, to ſee the invalid ſo agitated ; ſhe 
is very beautiful, and when I ſaw her was 
very intereſting, though ſhe had not ill- 
neſs then to make her as particularly ſo, 
as they now deſcribe her. The lover of 
Iſabelle grew impatient at the ſcene, and 


whiſpered her brother that it was too 
much for her; our friends took the hint, 
F6 | and 
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and they left her, at the earneſt requeſt of 
M. de Cologne, quite alone: he is, it 
ſeems, frightened to death about her: they 
recommend quietneſs of all things: ſhe 
drinks the waters regularly. It will be 
very melancholy if ſhe ſhould not recover, 
as I find her brother's ſorrows were the 
principal occaſion of her's, and as they 
are removed, one would ſuppoſe (like 
Louiſa's) that her health would return. I 
find her phyſician thinks her in a decline; 
if that ſhould prove to be the caſe, ſhe 
muſt be removed from hence; I ſhall 
then pity Monſieur de Cologne extremely 
indeed: the Marquis ſeems to doat upon 
her, at the ſame time he does not ſee her 
danger, and ſhe certainly is very ill: at 
parting, ſhe whiſpered Louiſa, that ſhe 
hoped to ſee her every day, if but for five 
minutes ; of courſe Louiſa conſented moſt 
readily. * 


Mr. Wentworth next has my compal- 
fion ; good Lord, how he loved my cou- 
ſin! he has however, with great prudence 
torn 


LL 
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torn himſelf away: he has always had a 


taſte for travelling, and he is actually now 


going into Germany. Sir Thomas has 
received a letter from him; he is juſt now 
in London, making preparations for his 
journey; he has no idea of returning to 
England for many years, he ſays, © Being 
perſuaded that varying the ſcene, is the 
only remedy for his almoſt hopeleſs caſe.” 


| We underſtood the caſe, but neither Sir 


Thomas or any of the party, made any 
comments thereupon. He writes word, 
that he has had the good luck to meet his 
acquaintance Mr. Gordon 1 in town, and of 
him he learned, that his wife was at Gene- 
ral Gordon's, that he had been in the 


greateſt deſpair about her, and that he went 


one morning to his father's determined to 
tell him all, and to conſult with him for the 
beſt, when he found him fitting by his 


wife, who was playing to him on the piano 


forte; ſhe jumped up, and Mr. Went- 
worth writes word, that the ſcene was a 
molt intereſting one, by Mr. Gordon's 
deſcription; he now expreſſes himſelf to 
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be the bappieſt man in the world; Mr, 
Gordon further told Mr. Wentworth, that 
Mrs. and Miſs Evelyn had been to viſit 
his wife, and that ſhe (contrary to his 
wiſhes) had forgiven them, and accepted 
their apologies. Miſs Evelyn entirely 
cleared herſelf from all blame, as her mo- 
ther dictated the letter ſhe wrote, and ſhe 
did not dare write to her any more. 


We are all rejoiced at the finale of this 
poor young woman's ſtory, as we were 
intereſted for her, from Mr. Wentworth's 
and Mr. Freeman's accounts. I ſhould 
like to have ſeen Mr. Simpkins' face, upon 
hearing that ſhe was become © Mrs. Gor- 
don.” Mr. Freeman is grown very grave 
lately, and Miſs Selway is not ſo chearful 
as ſhe uſed to be, Louiſa ſays, though 1 
myſelf do not perceive any vaſt ſymptom 
of attachment in her; though, after the 
lovers I have been accuſtomed of late to 
hear of, there is ſomething very luke-warm 
in people dancing, and talking, and walk- 

; ng 


(08 4 


ing out, while there are doubts of their 


coming together. 


The misfortunes - of Louiſa and her 
Emigrant, have made me expett a romance 
in every attachment, which 1s not quite 
ee the Rage” at preſent, as I believe there 
is not one perſon in ten that marries from 
inclination, except to partake of fortune 
or of rank. It is that which occaſions ſo 
many divorces, I much ſuſpett; I could 
enlarge a great deal upon this ſubjett, my 
dear Aunt, but it is rather kacknied, and 
I do not think moralizing will change the 
times, if 1 was diſpoſed ſo to do. 


I hope you will come and fetch us 
home, though I am in no great hurry to 
return, but there are many new things at 
Bath for you to be entertained with. 


| Your's moſt obediently, 


 Sornia WilLLOUGHBY., 
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LETTER XLIX. 


Miſs Willoughby to her Aunt. 


my, 


Bath. 


s W. have had the moſt dreadful cataſ- 
trophe happen, that has done away all the 
content that before was experienced in 
this houſe. I told you that Louiſa had 
promiſed to viſit Iſabelle every day, and 
ſhe has never failed for this laſt fortnight, 
ſeeing her every morning, and ſhe was the 
more deſirous of doing ſo, as ſhe thought 
her in a very dangerous way; ſhe told 
the Marquis ſo, and upon talking with her 
phyſician, he adviſed as ſoon as poſſible 
that ſhe ſhould be removed to Briſtol ; 


ſhe promiſed to conſent, if they would but 
= | pre- 


E ] 


prevail upon Louiſa to accompany her, 
2nd accordingly that being acceded to, 
every thing was ſettled for her removal. 
The poor Marquis was extremely afflicted, 
as well as Monſieur de Cologne, at the 
neceſſity there was of being ſeparated from 
their dear Iſabelle, but that confideration 
was ſecondary to her health; all was a- 
oreed upon ; Louiſa went to her the day 
previous to their ſetting out, and ſhe ap- 
peared in uncommon good ſpirits, and 
much better; ſhe took my couſin's hands 
and kiſſed them, and ſaid, I wiſh you 
had married Villebon during my life-time, 
I ſhould have died contented if that knot 
was indiſſolubly tied, but it is too late to 
talk of this now.“ Louiſa, who had been 
charmed at the alteration ſhe had firſt ob- 
ſerved in her, was now ſhocked extremely 
at hearing her talk ſo, but Iſabelle chid 
her, and ſaid, © If I am content to die, 
why will you not allow me to appear ſo; 
I muſt have done,” ſaid ſhe, “if I cauſe 
you a moment's uneaſineſs; I wiſhed to 
prepare you, and to tell you, by ſymptoms 

| | I have 
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J have had, that I have not many hours 
to live.” 


Of courſe Louiſa hoped that ſhe was 
deceived, and that this was a turn of na- 
ture, as perſons in declines ſeldom knoy 
their danger; the Marquis and Monſieur 
de Cologne came in, which put an end to 
their doleful converſation, though Iſabelle 
opened a little drawer of a table that was 
near her, and gave Louiſa a packet, de- 
firing her to keep it till the event ſhe had 
been ſpeaking of had taken place. 


When the moment came for Louiſa to 
take her leave, ſhe perceived her friend 
very cold; ſhe kiſſed her hand; it was like 
marble ! Iſabelle fell upon her neck; the 
Marquis and Monſieur de Cologne jumped 
up to her aſſiſtance, when horrid to relate, 
ſhe was dead. They ſent however, imme- 
diately for a ſurgeon to bleed her, and for 

her phyſician, but all in vain; ſhe was 
gone. It was not at all in poor Louiſa's 
| power to give any deſcription of the ſcene 
that 


J ood Cane Gon” ea. tne” oath.” ms. at. 
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that there was upon this dreadful misfor- 


tune; ſhe ſent for Miſs Selway, who flew 


immediately to her; never was there ſuch 
a houſe of diſtreſs. 


Iſabelle had always, it ſeems, read much 


in phyſical books, and it was to her know 


ledge therein, that we are to impute her 
certainty of her deceaſe. Monheur de 
Cologne was carried home in a chair, and 
the Marquis's ſurpriſe and horror cannot 
be deſcribed : the lover of Iſabelle is ſo 
ill that his life is almoſt deſpaired of, and 
the Marquis is ſo taken up with his own 


ſorrow, that he actually has not remem- 


bered to enquire how my couſin is after 
her ſhock : ſhe 1s very, very melancholy 
indeed, and fays, ſhe does not beheve that 


ſhe ſhall ever for one inſtant in her life, 
put the dying angel out of her thoughts ; 


ſhe thinks ſhe feels her cold face falling 
againſt her's ! It is a fad tale, and no one 
but myſelf had ſpirits to write it to you, 
but I could not any longer with-hold the 
cauſe from you of my long filence. It 1s 
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a week ago that it happened, and I do / 


not find the Marquis is in the leaſt degre 
recovered of his ſhock; and as to Mon- 
ſieur de Cologne, he is alarmed to death 
about his ſon, for he has a fever, and every 
bad ſymptom. What a horrid tragedy 
will it be, if this fine young man ſhould 
fall a victim to this diſappointment : for- 
bid it heaven ! 


We propole, as ſoon as the poor Mar- 
quis is better, to return home, and to take 
with us Miſs Selway, if you pleaſe. There 
is not one of the party but have felt ſe- 
verely this ſtroke; it has put an end to 
all idea of amuſement. Our party join 
me in every thing that is reſpectful to you, 
and I am, my dear Aunt, 


Ever your's, 


SoPHIA WILLOUGHBY, 
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LETTER I. 
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From the ſame to the ſame. 


— 


Bath. 
MY DEAR AUNT, 


1 AM happy to tell you that the Mar- 
quis is more compoſed, and that Mon- 
ſieur de Cologne has now hopes of the 
recovery of his ſon; Louiſa revives as 
ſhe hears good accounts of her lover. It 
is the plan of Mr. Aubrey, who is all con- 
ſideration and good ſenſe, that as ſoon as 
Monſieur de, Cologne is free from fever, 
and is recovering his ſtrength, that theſe 
unfortunate Frenchmen ſhould make the 
tour of England, and endeavour, by tra- 
velling, to drive from their thoughts a 
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ſcene ſo truly melancholy. The father 
who is extremely entertaining and chear- 
ful, ſays be will be of che party, and Sir 
Thomas Stanhope voluntarily ſaid, © He 
would go with them, as it would never do 
to let them go tete & tete, and feed upon 


the grief they were mutually oppreſſed 


by.” We ſhall, pleaſe God, be with you 
on Friday next, when I hope to find you 
in perfect health. 


Your moſt dutiful Niece, 


SoOPHIA W1ILLOUGHBY. 


| 


{ 149 J 


LETTER LL 


The Marquis de Villebon to Miſs Conway. 


- 


M. deareſt Louiſa will be glad to ſee 


that I am able now to write to her. De 


Cologne, poor fellow, ſuffers prodigiouſly 
from the cold, and by no means receives 
the benefit from travelling, that we had 
flattered ourſelves he would ; his having 
ſeen every place before, takes off from 
any kind of amuſement, and if it was not 
for Sir Thomas Stanhope, I do not know 
what would become of us. We are to go 
and ſtay ſome little time with him in Der- 
byſhire, and we mean to viſit the cottage 
where my dear Iſabelle and I ſpent fo 
many days together: we ſhall be at York 
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ſome days, and I hope my Louiſa will 


ſuffer me to wait upon her at Mrs. Wil. 
loughby's. I ought to apologize for my 
apparent neglect of you: I was ſo ex- 
tremely miſerable, and felt ſo ſeverely the 
ſhock my nerves had ſuſtained, that I 
could indeed think of you but ſeldom; I 
hope now to hear from you, and that you 
arrived ſafe. You know, I ſuppoſe, that 
buſineſs prevented De Cologne's father 
from going with us, which I was extremely 


ſorry for. When you have been able to 


peruſe the packet entruſted to your care, 


you will communicate the contents to Iſa- 


belle's diſconſolate brother; it is the only 
hope now left for us mourners: I have 
taken the liberty to ſend you a locket, 
with the hair of my beloved ſiſter's; 1 
know you will value it, at once for my 
ſake and her's; I wiſh you had been 
longer acquainted with the dear faint, 
though I conſider it fortunate that ſhe 
made the requeſt of ſeeing you daily, as 
you were able to judge-more of her per- 
fections, than all I could have faid, (if you 

| had 


1 


had never been made perſonally acquainted 


with her) could have given you the leaft 
idea of, I cannot dwell upon the melan- 
choly ſubjeQ ; I feel particularly hurt be- 
cauſe I think I was acceſſary, at leaſt, to 
haſtening her death: fatal refleAQion! Oh, 
my Louiſa! what an unlucky wretch I 
am to have formed ſuch an opinion; I am 


| 

: 

. aid it will ſtay by me through life, and 
ue very great bliſs of being hereafter in 
E poſfeſfon of you, thou moſt angelic wo- 
nan, will not blot out from my remem- 
„ orance that I was the cauſe of Ifabelle's 
„ eeath, and poor Cologne's deſpair. Adieu, 
Foy love, let me intreat the dear packet 
7 may be opened, 

» Heaven preſerve you. 

7 'ViLLEBON. 

en | 
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LETTER LIL 


— — 
i Anſwer from Miſs Conway. 


—— —„——¼̃ʒ: 


13 my dear friend, are the 
contents of the packet: you had given 
your lovely ſiſter ſo extraordinary (and | 
muſt ſay) partial an account of me, that 
ſhe has left it to my judgment whether tc 
deliver them or not; your's I am clear 
of opinion ſhould not be with-held, anc 
you will act as you think proper reſpettin 
the others. My Aunt defires me to ſay 
that ſhe ſhall with extreme pleaſure receiv 
you. TI will not intrude upon your mc 
ments now, which are going to be ſo muc 

| 1 


bet 
you 


e _—_ —_— 1 
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better taken up. God reſtore you and 


your unhappy friend to health, &c, 
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LETTER LIll. * 
N nde 

| this 

— that 

a dec: 

From Iſabelle to Miſs Conway. long 
ä — hen. 

ing 

5 his: 
1 HAVE, my dear, dear Madam, venture io h 
to give you the important truſt of ſom pily 
letters to deliver, if after reading the con ther 
tents, you ſee nothing in them exceptionWryin 
able. I beg you to forgive prejudice that 
that I imbibed from my cradle, and whid all t 


would have accompanied me to the grad tere 
if, by extreme good fortune, I had not bee 
made acquainted with you before I quite 
this world of miſery. You are to obſer 
that I have foreſeen my death a long tim 
and known that I was in a rapid inw3 
decay; but there was no uſe in alarm 
my brother, and breaking in upon 
ſho 


Ll ws 1 


ſhort-lived repoſe, after the ſtorms he had 
been weathering. The packets I had writ- 
ten at times when I found myſelf able to 
uſe my pen, but this I have only penned 
this morning, fince I have had full proof 
that my lungs have undergone a complete 
decay : I quit this world with joy; it has 
long been my prayer to be taken from 
hence, as ſoon as I had the felicity of ſee- 
ing my brother reconciled to the object of 
his affections; before that, I was neceſſary 
to him, and I ſhould not have died as hap- 
pily as I do to-day. . You will hear that 
there was a time, when I diſliked his mar- 
rying you, but you will forgive me; with 
that hope I ſhall cloſe my good wiſhes, for 


all the happineſs that can be experienced 
here to attend you, 


Farewell, 


ISABELLE VIILEBZOR. 
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LETTER LIV. 


- 
_ — — 


Jiuabelle to the Marquis de Villebon, 


44 TW TTY 
—— nn a er ate net ett 


W ans this letter 4s put into your hands, 
my brother, you will have no Ifabelle; 
the will be eold and lifeleſs, but ſhe will 
be remembered by you with affection, and 
1 know that theſe lines (though fome 


things they contain may aſtoniſſi you) vill 


* 


be a cordial to you. To begin: I know 
you have reproached yourſelf with being 
the occaſion of my. death ere this time; 


but, although there is no doubt but your 
ſorrows contributed greatly to my unhap- 
_ pineſs, if I had not had other cauſe of woe, 


when you ceaſed to be miſerable, I ſhould 
of courſe have become happier. Alas! 
LO that 
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that I had dealt with you candidly, but I 
was very much aſhamed of having an at- 
tachment to a perſon, who, ſince the trou- 
bles in France, was become your enemy, 
or rather the enemy to your party. 


You may recolle&@, at Lauſanne, that 
there was a family near my Aunt's, with 
whom we had always lived in habits of the 
greateſt intimacy ; the ſon, Monſieur de 
Narbonne, and myſelf, were bred up to- 
gether from infants, and as I had not then 
the happineſs of knowing much of you, I 
conſidered him as my brother. As we 
grew up, our childiſh afteQtion ripened 
into a friendſhip the moſt firm: we were 
to part; he went into the army, and our 


ſeparation was moſt painful, He came 


home juſt at the time my Aunt was pro- 
poling to me to marry another man ; it 
was then that Monſieur de Narbonne de- 
clared himſelf to be my moſt ardent lover: 
I felt that he was every thing to me, and 
I gave him affurances that I would never 


marry any other man: your interference 
64 was 
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Vas neceſſary, and I urged him to let me 
tell you the ſecret of our love, but he 
would not conſent, he only charged me to 
intreat you to prevent the marriage that 
my Aunt had been deſigning; I objetted 
to this ſort of partial confidence, when he 
faid, that your principles were fo different, 
that he was perſuaded you would not like 
our union, for he was quite on the other 
fide from you in politics; this made me 
very unhappy, and my Aunt's perſecu- 
tions 6n the other Band, contributed to 
rendering my life miſerable. I could not 
bear to take the veil, while my thoughts 
were bent upon a worldly objea; it was 
repugnant to my religious feelings, other- 
wiſe, it was a life I ſhould have preferred 
of all others ; but my heart had been gra- 
dually for years, alas! inclining towards 


73 this ill-fated young man. With ſuch in- 


Elinations, how could I dare to become a 
nun! He tried every art in his power to 
induce me to name him to my Aunt as my 
lover, but in vain; I had not courage to 
interrupt her devotions ; ſhe was almoſt 

always 
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always at prayers, and when ſhe relaxed. 
from theſe duties, ſhe only peremptorily- 
ordered me to prepare myſelf either for. 
marrying the man ſhe had fixed upon for 
me, or for taking the veil. The choice 
I made, you have but too much cauſe to 
remember, and what followed after. 


At Havre de Grace, I was walking out 
without you, and I met accidentally an 
old ſervant of the De Narbonne's, and he 
told me that his young maſter had fallen 
under the diſpleaſure of the National 
Convention, and I was diſtreſſed beyond 
meaſure : your miſery and my own ap- 
prehenſions overcame me, and from that 
time I perceived ſymptoms of the com- 
plaint that has been fatal to me. A thou- 


land times did I begin to tell you of this „ 


attachment, but my reſolution failed me: 
you may remember often taking my hand, 
and ſaying, What was my Iſabelle going 
to relate, why does ſhe ſtop ſo precipi- 
tately?“ I could not bring myſelf to con- 
tribute to your uneaſineſs, or to riſk your 
| G5 diſ- 
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diſpleafure. When Monſieur de Cologne 


was ſo perpetually with us, (before he de- 


clared himſelf to be my lover) I was going 
to tell you, (becauſe you ſeemed more 


able to ſupport ill news when you had a 
friend to comfort you,) but you did not 
give me opportunities, as you did when I 
was alone with you ſo often, before he had 
Joined us; in ſhort, L could always find. 


an excuſe. If you remember, you went 


to London for a few days, with Monſieur 


de Cologne, and during that period Ma- 


dame de Louvre came to viſit me; and 
brought her brother, who was an emigrant, 


and he was talking of the numbers that had 


been guillotined; and upon my wiſhing to 


hear the names, he ſaid he would ſend the 
paper when he returned. In the liſt, to 


my everlaſting horror, was De Narbonne. 


Ohl what did J ſuffer at the peruſal of his 
execution! I could by no means account 
for it; he was quite a democrat in princi- 


ple, except that his ſoul ſhuddered at any 
ſanguinary meaſures, and poſſibly that diſ- 


poſition cauſed his death: it afflicted me 
| bit- 
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| bitterly ; I bad occaſion for all the reſigna- 
| tion that my religion had taught me; and 
| upon ſeeing you return with your friend, 
and in what I feared, a very bad ſtate of 
. health, I concealed as much as I could, the 
K agitation and affliction I was in. You may 
| recollect, I could not fit in the room once 
i or twice, . when the maſſacres that were at 
3 that time raging in France, were brought 
on the carpet, and you imputed it wholly 
: to general benevolence, and weakneſs of 
: body. It was painful to me to ſee the 
| pleaſure you took in the aſſiduities Mon- 
ſieur de Cologne ſhewed me; you ſpoke ' 
| in a manner ſo animated, and ſo chearful, . 
ö upon the tenderneſs you had diſcovered 
Þ he poſſeſſed for me: I dreaded unde-- 
) ceiving you, as to his attentions being 
0 ever acceptable to me; though certainly 
$ of all men, but my never to be equalled : 
t Monſieur de Narbonne, he was the moſt 
- after my taſte; but I have uſed him ill—1 
7 have uſed you ill: from one ſtep to ano- 
6 ther, he: got to; be upon a moſt intimate 
e footing with me, but I never would hear 
- G6 bim 
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bim upon the ſubje& of love; I ſaw with 
regret, that his affections were ſettled; 1 
took every opportunity of ſaying, © That 1 
hoped to die fingle;”* but you ſeemed ſo 
hurt, that-at laſt I ceaſed making theſe 
declarations. As my ſorrow abated, I 
began to think what an incumbrance 1 
was to you, and that it was upon the ac- 
count of having loſt your fortune, that 
you wiſhed me ſo well married; when 1 
thought of that motive, I had plans of 
- quitting you, and then, my ignorance of 
the Engliſn language, my inability to pro- 
cure any maintenance, overſet at once 
that idea. 


Monſieur de Cologne before he left us, 
begged 1 would hear him upon the ſub- 
| jea of his love, but I gave him the moſt 
ſolemn affurances, © That while you were 
ſo miſerable, it was irkſome to me to even 
think of my future deſtiny, and that if 
he had any value for my peace or his own, 
he would never again ſpeak of any thing 
ſo totally out of the queſtion, as my mar- 
Trying.” 
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rying.”” He ſeemed very unhappy when 
we parted, and I hoped therefore, that-he 
had taken my anſwer as I meant, but you 
can witneſs what his kindneſs to us both 

has been ſince, and I really had conceived 
a very ſtrong friendſhip for him; and but 
for my conſtitution failing under the afflic- 
tion- that has ſecretly preyed upon my 
vitals, I ſhould have given this worthy 
man my hand, to have returned, in ſome 
meaſure, the obligations for all the trouble 
I had occaſioned to him; and as I ſaw 
your reaſon for wiſhing me united to him 
was from ſuperior motives than I at firſt 
baſely feared. This detail, my dear bro- 
ther, 1s to ſet your mind at eaſe, as to your 
having been the cauſe of my death, which 
at times you have apprehended would be 
the caſe, as I felt ſo much. for. your 
wretchedneſs; I did indeed feel it moſt 
poignantly; I was the cauſe of all your 
anxiety for your adored Louiſa, and I 
baſely repaired it by a mean. reſerve, for 
which I never have forgiven myſelf: I 
could not have ſurvived your ill opinion. 


Let 
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Let not any thing offenſive in my condua 
make you remember me otherwiſe than 
with affection; I die in the hope, even 
now, that my memory will be dear to you. 


Farewell my Brother, 


ISABELLE VILLEBON,. 
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LETTER LV. 


From the ſame to Monſieur de Cologne. 


Mouse not, my amiable friend, for a 
perſon who was entirely undeſerving of. 
you, as an account which my brother has, 
will but too clearly demonſtrate. You. 
were, by your unremitting aſſiduities to 
me, and reiterated marks of friendſhip to 
my dear Villebon, getting very near my 
heart; I am glad therefore, that I am 
about to leave this world: it is contrary. 
to my opinion of a woman's delicacy, to 
be very much intereſted by two different 
men. I never ſhould have been happy! 
May you be fo! Strive to forget that there 

ever lived ſo wretched a being as 
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LETTER LVI. 


— SPECI TIE e tr BOKBAE A ES BP» 
From Iſabelle to her Aunt at Lauſanne. 


— — —— — — — 


Sora me, Madam, to ſend to you my 
dying intreaties, for forgiveneſs of the diſ- 
obedience that I was conſtrained to ſhew 
you. All the bleſſings of this life, and the 
next, attend you, and pray remember with 


a a degree of affeQion, 
The unfortunate 


ISABELLE. 


. „* _— 
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LETTER LVII. 


f 


The Marquis de Villebon to Miſs Conway. 


— 


| K thouſand thanks to you, for the 
ſacred dear packet that you encloſed, my 
moſt dear Louiſa; Oh, it has torn my 
heart, to think what that dear angel fuf- 
ered upon her own ſad account, and how 
much I was afflicting her, and adding to 
her diſtreſſes; yet my mind is not ſo. en- 
tirely given up to deſparr, when I conſider 


that I have not, as I apprehended, been 
the immediate cauſe of her death. God 


bleſs her; what did ſhe not go through! 
How little did ſhe know me, if ſhe fancied 
a difference in political ſentiments, would 
have made me thwart her in an attachment, 


that 
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that has belonged to her very exiſtence, 


for ſo many years; poor Iſabelle! poor 


Narbonne! May ye meet in heaven, and 


may I hereafter have the felicity of meet- 
ing you there likewiſe! J have ever in- 
dulged a hope, reſpecting the relatives and 
friends who have gone before me, that I 


think to thoſe who ſpend: their lives well, 


is the moſt conſolatory that of meeting, 
and knowing each other in a better ſtate. 
Do you, my love, join your pious wiſhes 
with mine, in this, reſpecting our beloved. 
nn Iſabelle. 


I . telling you, if the dear 


angel herſelf had not touched upon it in 


the letter ſhe wrote you; That my hav- 
ing attached: myſelf to a Proteſtant; con- 
tributed beyond meaſure to her unhappi- 


neſs.” Brought up, and: educated under 
her-Aunt, who was the moſt rigid Catholic, 
(and having, as you know, loſt her mother 
in her infancy,) ſhe imbibed notions and 
prejudices. from which ſhe never departed' 
Saber laſt. moments. L. ſhall never forget 
8 her 


. r —_——— a «& 
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her emotion, or the workings of her ſoul, 
when I intruſted her with the ſecret of my 
attachment; ſhe endeavoured, in vain, to 
conceal what ſhe felt, when I was impart- 
ing it to her; at the ſame time, conſidered 
it a duty incumbent on her, to attempt at 
leaſt, to turn me from my purpoſe, for what 
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ſhe conſidered, the ſalvation of my ſoul > i 
| ſhe, in terms the moſt delicate, urged every ks 
: argument, to which I oppoſed every thing 4 


: my conſcience and my heart dictated; 1 
ventured to expreſs my opinion, © That it 
was not fo liberal as I had a right to ex- 
pett from fo enlightened a mind as her's, 

X for my Louiſa to be condemned to miſery 

L perpetual, becauſe ſhe was of the Proteſ- 

tant religion.;?* I repreſented its favouring. 
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5 too much of my Aunt, who was certainly a 
L very weak, though probably a well-mean«. 
* ing woman; and I recommended, for her 
7 own peace of mind, that. ſhe would not 
* adopt her violence; L did not raiſe in ber 


the moſt remote hope, of my relinquiſning 
the fond expettation of calling you mine, 
but I aſſured her, we were never to inter- 
nu fere. 
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fere upon points of religion; but that ſhe 
condemned above every thing, as ſhe con- 
ceived it to be my duty, © To reclaim 
you. TI endeavoured to perſuade her, 
that, however biaſſed I might be to my 
own religion, I ought to beheve, that thoſe 
whoſe intentions were pure, of whatever 
{ſe they might be, could partake of the 
bleſſings and mercies of their Creator: I 
could not ſucceed; nor could the argu- 
ments of my friend Cologne (who joined 
with me on this ſubje&) have any avail. 
It gave me the moſt heart-felt concern, to 
ſee what a ſad impreſſion this made upon 
my beloved fiſter, but I could not, for an 
inſtant, think of giving you up, and my 
ſoul was torn with anguiſh. I ſaw her 
agitation ſo much, when this unfortunate - 
matter came upon the carpet, that I deter- 
mined to avoid all future diſcuſſion, and 


waved it whenever ſhe entered upon the 
ſubjeQ. 


Aſter you became acquainted, at Bath, 
I had ſuch ſufficient excuſe for my attach- 


ment, 


1 


ment, even in her opinion, that ſhe ceaſed 
to importune me upon, Endeavouring, 
before we were united, to reform you.“ I 
never gave her the moſt diſtant promiſe ; 
and I muſt repeat to you my declaration, 
of, © Never interfering with your reli- 
gion ;** and accept now my vovs, never 
again to touch with you upon any thing ſo 

truly delicate, which is the only poſſible 
point on which we could diſagree. 


We propoſe being at York on Monday 
next ; till then, my love, adieu. 


May heaven protect you, 


VILLEBON. 
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LETTER LVIII. 


Mr. Freeman to Sir Thomas Stanhope. 
—— CY 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


. requeſted that I would acquaint 


you with the reſult of my formal declara- 


tion to Miſs Selway; why then, be it 
known to you, that 1 have had a flat re- 
fuſal. I found that her mother had ſuch 
aſtoniſhing influence over her, and ex- 
preſſed ſo much diſapprobation of me, 
that he was fixed at once, to diſcard me: 
I intreated her, at leaſt, to indulge me 
with Mrs. Aubrey's objections; (I never 
felt ſo abaſhed, fo chagrined, ſo hurt, in 
all my life) ſhe heſitated, but upon my 
again preſſing her to allow me, at this mo- 
| | ment 


43 J 


ment of trial, chat ſatisfaQtion, ſhe very 
candidly, though with ſome confuſion, 
confeſſed, That my having played fo 
high, was the oftenſible reaſon, among ſome 
others, that her mother gave for declining, 
in her name, the honor I intended her.” 
I attempted to ſoften her in her own name 
and perſon, to conſider me with compaſ- 
ſion; and perhaps, my dear friend, I was 
ſomewhat ungenerous to you, for I urged 
your having been very diſſipated, and that 
on your reform, I underſtood no objec- 


tions had ariſen: ſhe appeared diſtreſſed: 


I intreated her to ſpeak all ſhe thought, 
when ſhe ſaid, It was not without great 
reluctance, that ſhe yielded to my impor- 
tunity, as ſhe was forced to ſay things, if 
not offenſive to me, highly diſtreſſing to 
herſelf :** I begged ſhe would proceed, 
without apology. © Sir Thomas Stanhope, 
my mother finds, has not ſpent his whole 
fortune, but has ſtill remaining a very 
handſome eſtate, and you muſt be ſenſible, 
Sir, that, however ſhe may admire your 
candour, in confeſſing what devaſtation the 
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, black legs had made in your property, 4 
parent cannot countenance an union that 
promiſes ſo little as this you propoſe.” 1 
aſſured her, in my turn, that, © I was by 
no means in the deſperate fituation ſhe 
had heard, though certainly my eſtates 
were deeply mortgaged ; that by marrying 
a woman of fortune, they might have been 
redeemed, as well as myſelf ; and ſince I 
had grven my heart to a lady, who, with 
- that advantage, joined every accompliſh. 
ment and perfection, I had alſo given my 
mind very much to thinking in what man- 
ner I might (if blefſed with ſuch a trea- 
ſure) deſerve it, and had thought how well 
en train we might have put my at preſent 
diſtracted affairs. I concluded, by hoping 
ſhe, at leaſt, gave me credit for having 
dealt freely with my own character, in 
order to be candid to Mrs. Aubrey, and 


her charming ſelf.” She conſeſſed it, and 


to prevent my conceiving her mother to 
be ſelfiſh or ungenerous, told me, as her 
further opinion, that, Where fortune 
was only on one fide, ſhe thought, with 


mutual 
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mutual prudence, a match might very 


properly take place; and had the loſs of 
my eſtates been by accident, and I had 


been deprived of them through any other 


means, than the preſent, ſhe ſhould have 
given her hearty concurrence; at preſent, 


it was entirely out of the queſtion.” I 


neglected not to urge every thing I could 


think of in my own favor; I even dared to 
hint, that I had once fancied myſelf not 
totally diſagreeable to her; ſhe bluſhed; 
this gave me fre/t hopes, or rather ſpirits, 
for I had ceaſed to hope: I repeated, 
that, © I was now puniſhed for my teme- 
rity.” She ſtopped me, by ſaying, in the 
moſt cool formal manner, © Had Mr. 


Vo L. II. 


of happineſs.“ 


H 


Freeman's character been conſiſtent with 
his outward appearance, no doubt my mo- 
ther would have approved, and I might 
have acquieſced; it is now impoſhble— 
Sir, adieu, I thank you for the honor you 
intended me, and wiſh you all manner 
This was all: ſhe pro- 
nounced it in a manner gentle and polite, 


at the ſame time, /o firm, that I could 


only 
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only venture to make her a moſt profound 
bow. I ds aſſure you, I am very ſeri. 
ouſly hurt at the whole affair: what would 
I give, that thy life had been fpent in a 
different way, then I might have been de- 
{ſerving of this incomparable woman. [ 
once fancied ſhe was partial, and I am 
very unwilling, even now, to relinquiſh 
that flattering opinion; but I ſincerely 
hope it is at an end, as ſhe is ſo dutiful a 
daughter : I catinot in my conſcience con- 
demn either of them; for what a ſad proſ- 
pet has a young woman, who marries a 
gameſter ; and in truth, I do not even yet 
feel perfectly cured, for whenever I meet 


any of my old companions, I have felt. 


ſomething mortified, that while this matter 
was impending, I could never even take 
a bet; however, I am conſiderably more 
affected at giving up Miſs Selway. 


I have written to Wentworth, to allow 
me to join him upon his travels: I do 
not know what will become of him, for it 
is clear that he has a motive for going 

| abroad, 


it 
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abroad, fimilar with my own, though he 
has never named it to me. He is a ſort 
of man, likely to ſuffer a matter of this 
kind to prey upon him moſt lamentably ; 
now, J do not deſpair of weathering it, 
much as I am hurt at preſent, 


I hope the invalids, with whom you are 


travelling, are benefited from your ſociety, 
and change of ſcene. January is a bad 
month for taking journies in England, and 
I ſhould think, would diſagree with all 
foreigners. Pray let me often hear from 
you, and tell me always ſomething of Au- 
guſta Selway. I ſhall be eager to con- 
gratulate you upon being the huſband of 
Miſs Willoughby ; till then, adieu. 


I am your diſheartened, but 
Truly faithful friend, 
CrnanRLes Fim. 
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LETTER LIX. 


From Miſs Selway to Mrs. Aubrey. 


MY DEAR MOTHER, 


1 HOPE by this time, to hear that you are 
arrived in town, and that Mr. Aubrey 
continues as well as when I parted from 
| him. Louiſa and her couſin have been 
to-day at the cottage, where the lovely 
Iſabelle was fo long in exile. Letters 
have arrived from the Marquis, and as he 
1s able now to write, we flatter ourſelves 
his ſorrow is, at leaſt, abating. Mrs. Wil- 
loughby has, in the warmeſt manner, in- 
vited him here, and his companions. Sir 
Thomas expreſſes much impatience at 
there 


[ 149 ] 
there being no time yet fixed for their 
union ; and his Sophia has declared, that 


ſhe would never conſent to give him her 
hand, till the day that Louiſa ſhould bleſs 


the Marquis in the ſame way; of courſe, 


that cannot be immediately. 


I promiſed to tell you exa&ly, what my 
feelings were, upon the ſcore of Mr. Free- 
man: as I never did, or ever will diſ- 
guiſe my ſentiments from you, I muſt own, 
that I felt a preference for him for ſome 
time ; but on obſerving your manner of 
receiving his attentions, and that you never 
once ſpoke in his favor, I reſolved to 
conquer it, and as it was not very deep, I 
ſucceeded the more eaſily; and as a proof, 
now, of my preſent indifference, if I was 
to hear he was happily married to-morrow, 
it would not coſt me a ſigh. I hope, and 
have no doubt, but he will eaſily forget 
me: he is poſſeſſed of much gaite de cœur, 
and diſappointments make {light impreſ- 
ſons upon him. We all unite in kindeſt 
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regards to yourſelf, and dear, good Mr. 
Aubrey. Adieu, my dear mother. 


Your's, &c. 


AucusrA SELWAY, 
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LETTEE' IX. 


— —_—_———__—_ 


Mrs. Aubrey to her Daughter. * 


—̃—U—U—öꝓ — — 


y 
* 
1 My 
U 
7 
4 „ 
1 
4 
by 
" +4 
M, - 
i, 
} $ 
LY 
* 
17 
t 
B47 
* 1 
- 
* 
o 
3 
= 
5 
| 
"F * 
= 
* 
Ly 
[3] \ 
- 
"\ 
4 * 
4 q 
. 
# 35 
ub 
7 "S 
— Fs 
. 7 
+8 
+ 
. 
1 - 
3 d 
+ IV ag 
1 * 
4 A 
: » 
x 
* 
= 
4. * 
4 
Fl 
ia ry 
R "at 
n 
448 
+ 
+7487 
= 
Ss 


SS I g 
„ 
r X 
8 = 
Sens 4 ©. By 
—. 


W. are much obliged, my dear Auguſta, 
for your kind enquiries; Mr. Aubrey par- 
ticularly, who continues very well; he 
applauds your conduct and good ſenſe, 
reſpeting Mr. Freeman; I ſhall tell you 
a little more of him than you know at 
preſent, to prevent your ever thinking I 
was prejudiced in the firm deciſion I pro- 
nounced, In the firſt place, even to Mr, 
Aubrey, he could not promiſe entirely to 
give up play; I ſuppreſſed my other ob- 
jektion, thinking this ſufficient for a girl of 
ſenſe and prudence ; but in order now to is 
clear myſelf (and as I find, with pleaſure, 1 
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your partiality was merely on the ſurface,) 
I muſt acquaint you, that Mr. Freeman 
has a connection which augured to kis wife 
much diſcontent, however he might intend 
before-hand to act; by this miſtreſs, he 
has four children, and ſhe has ſuch an af. 
cendancy over him, that he dared not even 
ſee her, ſince the hopes he had formed of 
becoming allied to you. His ſervant be- 
trayed him to my maid, and I requeſted 
Mr. Aubrey, if poſſible, to find out if this 
report was true: he very openly told Mr. 
Freeman what we had heard, who did not 
attempt to diſown it, on the contrary, a- 
vowed that, He had been attached to 
her fix years, and had four children by 
her; that in caſe of his marrying a wo- 


man of fortune, he had engaged to ſettle 


upon her and her family, five hundred 
pounds a year. He determined,” he ad- 
ded, © never to riſk ſeeing her again, as 
he owned her attractions were very great, 
having, beſides beauty, great accomplith- 
ments, and many good qualities.** He 
endeavoured to make diſtinctions between 


his 
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his refined attachment for Miſs Selway, 
which Mr. Aubrey ſoon put a ſtop to, by 
aſſuring him, that the union he had in- 
dulged a hope of, could never take place, 
after this part of his hiſtory became known. 
Indeed, the generous heart of Mr. Aubrey 
recoiled at the idea of this poor creature 
being abandoned, whom, poſſibly he had 
drawn from the paths of virtue, and who 
certainly according to the laws of nature, 
muſt have the moſt claim to this vile liber- 
tine; (pardon me, my dear Auguſta) and 
if he ever wiſhes to make atonement for 
having aQted as he has, it muſt be through 
his mode of treating her, I ſhould think, 
and by bringing up the unfortunate chil- 
dren in a life different from his own. Mr. 
Aubrey hinted as much, and fairly told 
him that a woman of your delicacy would 


never, under theſe circumſtances, beſtow 
a thought upon him: he intreated to ſpeak ' 
to you, Mr, Aubrey faid, © that indul- 


gence did not reſt, with him. Now, my 


dear daughter, you will, no doubt, more 


than ever acquit me of prejudice in this 
H 5 affair: 


r 


affair: how could I att otherwiſe, than 
decide at once againſt a gameſter, who had 
beſides formed ſuch a conneQion. I was 


| moſt happy to perceive how much weight 


my opinions and objeQtions had with you, 
and that they did not appear to coſt you 
a pang ; I muſt attribute it to your having 
been at firſt checked in the progreſs. of 
any little penchant you might have felt, 
by obferving my diſfatisfation. This is 
the advantage, my love, of the intimacy 
and confidence that ſubſiſts between us. 
If mothers in general were upon' this ſort 
of footing with their daughters, they would 
not be ſupplanted by little Miſs from the 
boarding-ſchool, who, while the tendereſt 
friend is only conſidered in the light of a 
monitreſs, is generally the confidante and 
the inexperienced counſellor, There is 
no rule, but may have its exceptions. Pa- 
rents may be avaricious, ambitious, and 
ſometimes attend their offspring unwilling 
victims to the altar, conſigning them to 
perpetual inquietude. 5 
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Theſe evils proceed from the mother's 
not liking the trouble of educating her 
daughter, and even being by her own diſ- 
ſipation and purſuits, often alienated from 
her; ſhe only then ſeeks to aggrandize 
her whom ſhe brought into the world, but 
never balances her real felicity in the 
ſcale. I thank God, my dear Auguſta, 
that I am more to you as an elder ſiſter; 
I ſhall never impoſe upon your confidence; 


for although I have had occaſion to point 


out who ought not to be your huſband, I 


ſhall leave to your own heart, and excel. 


lent ſenſe, who is to have the honor of 
being allied to you, 


Miſs Willoughby's manner to her Aunt, 
is what I much admire, and ſhe never kept 
a ſecret from her in her life; I do not, 
however, defire that, but leave to your 
affeRion and judgment, how to aft; as to 
the private affairs of your friends and 
correſpandents, I have no more right to 
know them, than your moſt indifferent 
acquaintance, 
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[ 56 J 
I begin to grow very anxious to hear 
how theſe poor unfortunate foreigners go 
on, and feel much concerned for them. 


Monſieur de Cologne was here yeſter. 
day, and mentioned having heard from the 
Marquis, but that his ſon was not ſuffici- 
ently compoſed to write, although his 
health 1s mending apace. I thought I ſaw, 
en paſſant, Mr. Wentworth, and with a 
countenance of extreme dejection; I am 
not ſurpriſed at it, for he has loſt a trea- 
ſure; his hopes cut off, juſt as they ap- 
peared to be wearing a better aſpeR. 
Louiſa certainly was growing more chear- 
ful, and was, at leaſt, pleaſed in his com- 
pany : perhaps it is better as it is, though 
I could wiſh they were of the ſame coun- 
try, and of the ſame religion; yet, not 
to be illiberal, I muſt confeſs that the 
Marquis deſerves our friend, and the 
ſooner now the affair is concluded the 
better, as Miſs Conway is moſt certainly 


in an awkward ſituation. Mr. Aubrey 


Intends writing to him (as ſoon as it is 
| proper 


1 


proper aſter his loſs) and recommending 
his urging Miſs Conway not to delay the 
union longer than it was neceſſary. No 
doubt but this advice will be very agree- 


able, which is not always the caſe, when 


people interfere on theſe occaſions: he 
means alſo to propoſe its being in London, 


away from your Lady Edgemores and Mrs. 


Pentons. By-the-bye, I heard my Lord 
wonderfully praiſed in company, not long 
ago, for his reſpectful, and even kind be- 


haviour to ſuch a woman; and for his 


patience in bearing with the overpowering 
nonſenſe of her and her humblesfriend. 

I ſee Mr. Daſhwood's trial is coming 
on; Mr. Somerville lays great damages, 
and I truſt the unprincipled coxcomb will 
be made an example of. I am ſorry to 
ſend from this gay metropohs, an epiſtle 
ſo very humdrum, and ſo much compoſed 
of old faſhion, common-place remarks ; 
but I was never famous for letter-writing, 
nor had I ever abilities, to ſet down and 
form a lively epiſtle out of nothing. If I 
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was to tell you what is going on here, it 
could not intereſt you, as you are ſo to- 
tally unacquainted with our connections; 
adieu, therefore, my love; believe me, 
Your entirely devoted, and 
AﬀeRionate mother, 


A. AUBREY, 
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LETTER LXI. 


— _— 
From Miſs Selway to her Mother. 


DAR ner nt i em en——__ 


W. were, my dear madam, ſome days 
fince, agreeably ſurpriſed by the entree of 
our travellers. The meeting of Louiſa 
with the Marquis was very affecting; they 
had not ſeen each other ſince the ſad ca- 
taſtrophe at Bath. I really never in my 
life, beheld two people ſo entirely with 
one heart, and I truſt no impediment will 
ariſe to their being even nearer united, 
Sir Thomas was in raptures at ſeeing Miſs 
Willoughby, and ſhe did not diſſemble the 
pleaſure ſhe experienced on their meeting. 
Her manners are uncommonly attrafting ; 
ſo much natural gaiety, ſuch unſtudied 
| ele- 


[ 160 ] 
elegance, ſuch openneſs and candor ; ſhe 
is a delightful woman, certainly. 


Monſieur de Cologne is ſtill very weak, 
and his ſpirits dejected beyond meaſure ; 
it is my office to amuſe and attend him, 
and I make a very tolerable nurſe. The 
great art in his caſe, is driving away all 
reflection, without ſeeming to ſeek ſuch 
an opportunity. There are valt ſources 
of entertainment here for a curious mind; 
a choice colleQion of invaluable books, 
fine pictures, curioſities well ſelected; and 
he does not ſeem ſo loſt, but to obſerve 
them as I point them out, and attempts 


' now and then to ſmile, however foreign 


from his beart, as a token of approbation 
and gratitude to his phyſician. We ex- 
pett his father to-morrow, as Mrs. Wil- 
loughby has ſent him a moſt preſſing invi- 
tation, to allow her an opportunity of per- 
ſonally giving him her acknowledgements, 
for eſcorting Louiſa in ſafety to her own 


country, &c. 


I am 


E 


I am rejoiced that my conduct has, in a 
late affair, given you ſo much ſatisfaction; 
it has amply repaid me for any little mo- 
mentary regret I may have experienced. 
I had latterly, indeed, been made ac- 
quainted (through the ſame channel as you 
gained your intelligence) of Mr. Freeman's 
connection, and I confeſs it had great 
weight in my deciſion: I think, with Mr. 
Aubrey, that ſhe has a prior claim, and 
as to any diſtinctions, I do not underſtand 
the ſeveral degrees of affection; one either 
does, or does not, poſſeſs the heart of a 
man: if only the reſpett you expett as a 


woman of virtue, is to mark the difference, 


I am afraid, in a man of Mr. Freeman's 
gay turn, that would not have due weight, 
after he had been ſome time married; it is 
much if his firſt love, with all her failings, 
might not eaſily alienate him from a wife. 


I wiſh him happy, and I hope never to 
think of him again. Sir Thomas Stan- 
hope, I obſerve, 1s very partial to him, 
and ſays, © In ſpite of a few prevailing 

foibles, 
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foibles, he has a good heart. That ſeems 
a cant phraſe for every body who does 
not commit enormities now. We agreed, 


however, not to enter again upon the 
fubject. | 


While in France I learned to play at 


cheſs, and I really am an admirable per- 


former; 1 am not without hopes of pre- 
vailing on Monfieur de Cologne to en- 
gage with me in it, as it is the only thing in 
the ſhape of a game that he touches, and 


I am told he is a capital player. Happy 


ſhall I be, if I can find out the means of 
leflening the miſery of this amiable young 


Frenchman ; for the ſake particularly of 
my friend his worthy father: I find from 


Louiſa, that it is only very lately that he 
had diſcovered that their attachment was 
not mutual ; he takes it bitterly to heart, 
which I am aſtoniſhed at, as I ſhould 
have conceived it would have leſſened his 
regret, but it had quite a different effect. 
He has made the romantic requeſt of being 
allowed to viſit the cottage where * 
| ba 
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had ſo long reſided; Mrs. Willoughby ad- 
viſes his being indulged, and I am to ac- 
company him this evening thither, with our 
good hoſtels. The Marquis is ſo diffe- 
rently affected in his ſorrow, that he can- 
not bear the thoughts of even ſeeing the 
road that leads to the cottage. I will not 
cloſe my letter till our return; for the 
preſent, my dear mother, farewell. 


We are juſt now arrived after a moſt 
painful, and melancholy ſcene, but which 


I hope will have ſalutary effects in the end, 


upon poor de Cologne, who certainly feels 
relief from having given vent to his ſor- 
rows; he was affected beyond meaſure, as 
he approached the cottage, and I verily 
thought would have fainted as he entered 
it; recovering himſelf in a few moments, he 
ſhed tears; and pointed out to Mrs. Wil. 
loughby the place Iſabelle ſat in, when be 
laſt beheld her there. © Here” ſaid he, 
« Miſs Selway, I opened my heart to my 
divine friend; I thought ſhe did not re- 
ceive the intelligence with pleaſure z yet 


I hoped 
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J hoped that her countenance was only ex- 
preſſive of ſorrow for her brother; I wiſh 
it had been ſo. In this very place ſhe told 
me, how much miſery his being attached to 
a Proteſtant, had occaſioned her; I endea- 
voured to corrett the prejudice ; her bro- 
ther joined us, and ſhe talked to him in the 
ſame ſtrain. In vain did we attempt to 
change her; ſhe remained fixed in her ab- 
horrence, and dread of the union; ſhe ex- 
preſſed it ſtronger to me than to her bro- 
ther; tenderneſs for his affliction, and the 
ſorrow ſhe ſaw preying upon him, made 
her endeavour to ſuppreſs all ſhe felt; but 
he ſaw how it affected her; yet his love and 
his misfortunes were equally unconquer- 
able and irremediable.”” 


During this account, Mrs. Willoughby 
had ſtrolled into the garden with the wo- 
man of the houſe, and I told him, I could 
not ſtay any longer, which induced him to 
conſent to depart ; his being hurt by dwel- 
ling longer upon theſe minutiæ, ſeemed to 
have 
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have no weight; but politenefs, and conſi- 
deration for me made him at once yield to 
my intreaties ; he poſſeſſes, in an eminent 
degree, the ci-devant charaQeriſtic of his 
unfortunate nation. 


To-morrow we ſhall viſit the French 
family of whom we have heard ſo intereſt- 
ing an account: I do not doubt their an- 
ſwering the deſcription ; I ſhall hope M. 
de Cologne will be of the party ; every 
new ſcene ſeems of ſervice. to him. The 
Marquis and Louiſa have already began 
their ſtudies ; ſhe propoſed to purſue them 
where they left off, in order I ſuppoſe to 
employ his moments ſo as to chaſe away 
reflection; he ſaid to me this morning, 
% My dear Miſs Selway, this puts me in 
mind of the days that are gone; when the 
de Grammonts were living; when I had a 
ſiſter,” I replied © You muſt alſo re- 
member Marquis, that in thoſe days your 
fifter, was almoſt loſt to you; ſhe. is 
now in a happier ſtate.” © Very true,“ 

ſaid 
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faid he, but a tear muſt fall for ſo be- 
loved a relative. I think myſelf a wonder. 
ful philoſopher ; what does Louiſa think 
of my reſolution ?” She kiſſed his hand, 
and ſhed with him a tear; then bid him 
« attend to what they were engaged in” 
and I took this opportunity of producing 
to M. de Cologne (who juſt entered) the 
cheſs-board; and upon my expreſſing a 
wiſh to be amuſed, he conſented readily 
to try my ſkill; his uncle, my Lord Anſley, 
is the moſt famous cheſs-player in England. 


Since I wrote the above, the Marquis 
de Cologne has made us happy by his 
company, and has brought glorious ti- 
dings for Louiſa and her lover ; his Aunt 
is dead, and in her laſt moments has be- 
queathed all her fortune, which was very 
confiderable, to her nephew and niece ; it 
has been remitted to his agent in a moſt 
wonderful, ſecure manner, who found 
means to eſcape to England ſome time 
lince; he happened to meet with our 

friend 
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friend Monſieur de Cologne, and was re- 
joiced to hear accounts of the Marquis, 
who is to ſet off to-morrow for the me- 
tropolis, and to be accompanied by Sir 
Thomas Stanhope, who has always buſi- 


neſs there ; he has had an application from 
Mr. Elphinſtone, for a living that he has 


the preſentation of, and is juſt become va- 


cant. The letter he wrote to the Baronet, 
was ſuch as a cobler would write to the 
King; not like one gentleman aſking a fa- 
vor of another, but in the moſt ſervile 
baſe ſtyle ; he is a very contemptible be- 
ing, but it being the requeſt of Sir Tho- 
mas's father, he complies with the intreaty; 
he is a fit huſband for Mrs. Penton, and I 


do not - deſpair but this preferment may 
bring it about. 


Mrs. Willoughby, with that hoſpitality 
that marks her character, has invited the 
two Monſieur de Colognes to continue 
here for ſome time, which they have 


agreed to; it will now be the buſineſs of 
the 
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the whole party that is left, to amuſe the 


young man. 


We have juſt ſeen-the gentlemen depart 
for town, and ſhall miſs them extremely; 
the lovers here, are not hke ſome I have 
heard deſcribed—for ever ſeeking tete a 
tetes, and avoiding the human eye. 


We were charmed with Mad. de Louvre, 
though in extreme diſtreſs; M. de Louvre 
is but juſt alive; we brought away her lit- 
tle daughter; and I am reſolved to join 
Louiſa in being eſſentially her friend. 
The Marquis did not affett to mourn for 
his Aunt ; he forgave her, he ſaid ; but as 
ſhe was the cauſe of all his ſiſter's woe, 
conſequently of her illneſs, and death, he 
could not even remember her with affec- 
tion—he is pleaſed however at her bequeſt; 
for if he had a fault, it was the mortifica- 
tion his pride evidently felt, at having no 
fortune to ſhare with his darling Louiſa. 


I have written this amidſt a number of 
engage- 


[ 169 J 
engagements and odd moments; to that, 


(and not to diſreſpect) attribute it's inco- 
herency. Adieu, my honored mother; 


I am, moſt affeQtionately, 


Your very dutiful daughter, 


AUGUsTA SELWAY. 
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LETTER LXIL 


— — | 
Mrs. Aubrey to Miſs Selway. 


» 
— ___ 


KY: DEAR AUGUST Ay 


1 BEGIN to grow extremely anxious, and 
impatient for your return, having loſt ſo 
many years of your valuable company; 1 
am not at all eaſy now under this tedipus 
ſeparation. I ſaw the Marquis de Villebon 
this morning; indeed he has called upon me 
ſeveral times; F-was much pleaſed to learn 
by him how much your patient is recover- 
ed; you have taken a very pious method 
of returning in ſome degree the attentions 
ſhewn you, by his moſt excellent father ; 
but my dear Auguſta, guard your heart: 
I know not any diſguiſe through which love 
inſi- 
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inſinuates itſelf ſo frequently as compaſſion. 
I know you will ſtart at my telling you 
this, ſo ſoon after you had made confeſſion 
even of ſo ſlight a partiality for Mr. Free- 
man; but you have not entirely been let 
into the ſecret by the little god, Cupid ; 
and, by all accounts, the young Marquis 
de Cologne and his ſituation may be dan- 
gerous to an affectionate, ſuſceptible mind, 


The Marquis and Miſs Conway's for- 


tune together, will make them immenſely 
rich ; he has juſt purchaſed a fine houſe 
in Groſvenor Square; and is in treaty 
for a charming eſtate in Yorkſhire, which 
will be the moſt agreeable part of the pur- 
chaſes to Louiſa; I hope they will not 
delay their marriage now, as it is hard 
upon Sir Thomas Stanhope, to be ſo long 
kept ſingle againſt his will. In your next, 

I hope you will be able to ſpecify exactly 
the time I may expect to ſee you. Adieu, 


Your's moſt affettionately, 


A. AUBREYs 
12 
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LETTER LXIII. 


Miſs Selway to her Mother. 
— — 


letter, my dear Madam, has but 
juſt reached me, and J perceive it has 
been written ſome time. We have been 
a tour, and I truſt the Marquis has before 
this time informed you of it, and accounted 
for my unuſual ſilence. Mrs. Willoughby 
had buſineſs in Northumberland that de- 
manded her attendance, and ſhe defired we 
would all accompany her, which weagreed 
to very readily, and I never remember 
paſſing my time ſo agreeable. The Mar- 
quis de Cologne has left his ſon; and 
made him over entirely to us; bis health 
and ſpirits are wonderfully mended ; he 
2 | ſeemed 
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ſeemed to take pleaſure in every thing we 
ſaw, and every ſcene was equally new to 


him, Louiſa, and myſelf; I thank you, my 


kind mother, for your caution ; I muſt fay 
that M. de Cologne's ſituation is very inter- 
eſting, and his attractions very conſidera- 
ble; but the occaſion of his miſery always 
preſents itſelf, by way of ſafe-guard to my 
remembrance. Mrs. Willoughby is quite 
frattious upon the occaſion; and gives me 
often a hint of the ſucceſs I have had with 
my patient; ſne prognoſticates many im- 
poſſibilities, and aſſured me that his father 
in a diſcourſe they had together juſt before 
he quitted us, declared that, If he could 
foreſee a mutual attachment with his ſon 
and me, the anticipation would afford him 


the greateſt delight; he added, that he al- 
ready almoſt loved me as his daughter.“ I 


ventured to declare the improbability of 
his ever being gratified in that reſpect. I 
could immediately, my dear mother, obey 
your ſummons, but there is an idea.of the 


unions of our friends being ſoon comple- 


ted; the ſettlements are in hand, and the 


I 3 ladies 
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ladies are making the uſual preparations. 
Louiſa has already ſent Mademoiſelle de 


Louvre to ſchool; I am ſorry to ſay, the 
poor child has loſt her father: it was un. 
lucky that the ſad event happened during 
our abſence, as Madame de Louvre ſtood 
in need of every conſolation; their whole 
Happineſs of late has conſiſted in their 
affeRion for each other; ſhe is with us 
now, and I foreſee ſhe will be a great 
acquiſition to Mrs, Willoughby (who is 
very fond of her) when both her nieces 
are ſtolen from her. a 


I find Mr. Daſhwood has to pay ten 
thouſand pounds for his frolic; I rejoice 
at it, as I would have all ſuch intruders 
on domeſtic. happineſs made pay moſt 
ſeverely. What will become of the poor 
deluded woman ! You will, I hope, my 


dear mother, accept my reaſons, and apo- 
logies for not returning immediately, and 
believe me, as uſual, your's, &c. &c. &c. 


Aucus rA SELWAY. 


— —— 
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LETTER LXIV. 


From the ſame to the ſame. | 

Y 

MY DEAR MOTHER, | 

x lovers arrived here in very good | 
ſpirits, as you may imagine, having brought | 
down the papers to be ſigned, and having b 
adjuſted all their other buſineſs. Louiſa 1 
and her couſin both appeared very ſerious, 9 
and looked much diſconcerted, at being 1 
almoſt immediately required to name the 1 
. Sa js 6 

happy day. Mrs. Willoughby joined me, $ 
however, in adviſing the gentlemen. to A 


protract their importunities upon the oc- 
caſion, as there were few people who liked 
being taken by ſurpriſe: they conſented 
not to {ay any thing more that night, which 

1 being 
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being adhered to, it reſtored us 1] to our 
original gaiety. 


Monſieur de Cologne has recovered his 


viyacity at times, and, tp you I mult con- 
feſs, that I have, without vanity, diſco- 
vered, that he is never ſo happy, as when 
we are together: I find I am become 
neceſſary to him. Whatever he employs 
himſelf in, I muſt take my ſhare ; he looks 
at me, if he ſpeaks Engliſh, to ſee if I 
approve, or bluſh for him, as he ſome- 
times has told me; in ſhort, my dear mo- 
ther, he repeatedly fays, © What am I to 


do when I go to Lord Anſley's, without 
my phyſician.” I always tell him that, 
J hope, by that time, he will not be in 


need of me.“ To-day he mentioned, his 


Having been deſired by his uncle to come 
there; and, taking my hand, he faid, 


« Could I hope you would write me your 


preſcriptions, when there, I ſhould go with 
a better heart; I am afraid I ſhall, if you 
refuſe, ſink under the feparation.*”* I was 
5 een NOT and do not ever re- 


member 


1 
member being ſo much at a loſs for a 
reply; I could not help thinking to my- 
ſelf, how volatile the French were ; that 
in leſs than three months ke ſhould have 
forgot J/abelle, and begin really to attack 
himſelf to another perſon : I cannot de- 
ceive myſelf as to his meaning, he is an- 


derſiood by every one elſe ; I endeavour 
however, to avoid the ſubject, but we 


have too many opportunities for me to 


ſucceed: I own I feel more than perhaps 
is conſiſtent with what has lately paſſed, 


but I try, my deareſt mother, to att as 


prudently, and with as much circumſpec- 
tion, as our ſituation here admits of, 


Sir Thomas has heard from Mr. Went- 


worth; Mr. Freeman is travelling with 


him, I find ; they are now in Germany, 
and propoſe going into Ruſſia. Louiſa 


frequently mentions Wentworth, and ex- 


preſſes a hope that the time may come, 
when he may be enough cured of his un- 
lucky predileQion in her favor, to be 


enabled to cultivate an intimacy with her 


15 beloved 
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beloved Marquis. This is but a romantic | 
idea, and I do not encourage it. 5 


Since I began this letter, I underſtand 
the day is actually fixed, and the gentlemen 
are in high glee; Miſs Willoughby is not 
diſpleaſed, but her friend Louiſa is become 
- ſerious, and more than uſually thoughtful; 

I reproached her juſt now for not being 
It half as happy as I expected: ſhe replied, 
| that, She thought matrimony, even with 
ber fair proſpects, a very weighty affair. 
The uniting yourſelf,” fays ſhe, © for 
ver, is a very ſolemn confideration ; al- 
though the perſon to whom 7 am to be 
united, 1s even the Marquis de Villebon. 
I would not be underſtood not to receive 
pleafure myſelf in this alliance, or to be 
inſenſible to the joy it affords him; but 1 
cannot help being ſerious, though I am 
upon the point of becoming the wife of the 
beſt; the moſt beloved of men.” I al 
ſured her it was unneceflary to enter into 
an explanation with me, who had ſo long 
and intimately known her. I perfectly 

under- 
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underſtood the delicacy of her feelings and 


| ſentiments, upon all points. 


The Marquis de Cologne has, no doubt, 
informed you that he is coming on pur- 
poſe to aſſiſt at the ceremony. Mrs. Wil- 
loughby, Madame de Louvre, and your 
humble ſervant attend them, and my patient 
intreats he may join the party. 


Louiſa has dedicated a thouſand pounds 
to the uſe of the poor round Willoughby- 


Place, and purchaſed. it into the ſtocks in 


her Aunt's name. I do not exactly know 
her determined plan, reſpetting Madame 
de Louvre, but ſhe once ſaid, ſhe ſhould 
take ſome delicate mode of raiſing a ſub- 
{cription, and putting down her name for 
five hundred pounds. If this takes place, 
here is a large party of her friends and 
admirers to contribute for her relief. In 
my next, I hope to fix when we are to 
meet, though I confeſs, I had rather it was 
in your ſweet retirement: for my part, I 
think of all ſeaſons, the ſpring is the moſt 

16 delight - 
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delightful, in the country, though my 
faſhionable friends tell me, it is much the 
moſt efteemed in London, Adieu, my 


deareſt madam. 
Your's moſt reſpeQfully, 


AUGUSTA SELWAY. 


— — ———— ꝗ¶ —B—=— 
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7 LETTER LXV. 


— — 
Monſieur de Cologne, Jun. to Mrs, Aubrey. 


MADAM, 


IV as ſhall I find words adequate to 
the intruſion I am at this moment guilty 
of? I tremble abſolutely while I lay be- 
fore you the ſubject of this letter. I con- 
clude you have been informed that Miſs 
Selway has done the office of a kind phy- 
ſician by me. I have felt nothing but 
gratitude ; and regret that I ſhould have 
loſt ſo charming a companion, ever fince 
I had the unhappineſs of being ſeparated 
from her; the death of lady Anfley (my 
uncle's wife) obliged me to quit my friends 
on the eve of their marriage: his lordſhip 
was 
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was inconſolable, and required me to ſet 
off expreſs, in hopes, I conclude, to derive 
agomfort from my ſociety : but, alas! I 
* found my ſpirits again ſinking to the 
loweſt ebb, and I cannot but acknowledge 
that the attentions of the faſcinating Au- 
guſta have rendered my being acceptable 
to her, and to you madam, abſolutely ne- 
3 ceſſary to my exiſtence. I would not de- 
| fire to deprive you of her under a twelve. 
month, from the time of a calamity which 
I ſhall never ceaſe to remember with hor- 
ror. Oh, madam! At that time conſent to 
accept me for your fon! I will ever be 
the devoted, grateful huſband of Auguſta. 
My father beſeeches that if I have no in- 
fluence, you will condeſcend to hear him 
upon the ſubject; he has entered upon it 
with Auguſta, who has promiſed him, 
with your conſent, to be mine; I need not 
ſpeak to you upon fortune; you are well 
acquainted with my expectations: and I 
am proud to ſay, that my character will 
bear ſcrutiny. Accule me not of levity in 
1 ſoon — mp heart to my angelic 


friend; 
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friend; I was ſoothed by her attentions, 
and convinced by the perpetual opportu- 
nities I had of obſerving her, that ſhe was 
framed to make me even yet happy; in 
me it originated from gratitude ; in her 
the favorable impreſſion I have been fo 
fortunate as to make, proceeded originally 
from her compaſſion to my ſufferings; I 
own now with heart-felt ſatisfaction that I 
think we are become neceflary to each 
other, and that we ſhould both feel con- 


cerned if there was not a proſpe& of our 


being again in the habit of converſing to- 
gether; forgive my preſumption; do not 
condemn me, or let me a ſecond time 
be deprived of my fondeſt hope. 


DE CoroeNE. 
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LETTER LXVI. 


— 


From Miſs Selway to the ſame. 


— 2 — — D. L. 


MY DEAR MADAM, 


Ms. Willoughby took upon . herſelf 


the agreeable taſk of informing you, that 


ſhe had diſpoſed of her nieces at leaſt to her 
ſatisfadion; though between you, and I, 
ſhe was ſome days previous to the mar- 
riage unuſually low ſpirited ; the idea of 
parting from them both (who where ſo de- 
ſervedly dear to her) affected her much; 
but they ſoon relieved her, by reiterated 
aſſurances of never ſuffering her to be 
without one of them either at their -own, 


or her houſe; the gentlemen united in 


theſe 


9 
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theſe promiſes, and reſtored the dear old 
woman to her wonted chearfulneſs. 


I never beheld four people more per- 
fectly happy than our friends after the 
ceremony was concluded; Louiſa's in- 
tereſting countenance charmed all who 
beheld her; they both looked divinely, 


though dreſſed in the moſt ſimple neat 
ſtyle. 


I never ſaw two finer couple in all my 


life; immediately after the ceremony, we 


ſet off for the beautiful ſeat of Sir Thomas 
Stanhope, the fineſt place in the county 
of Derby; though there is remaining 
more wood, and encloſure than ſeems the 
taſk of the preſent day; he is very frafti- 
ous about it, and tells his lady that, But 
for her, it would have been much modern- 
ized in a year or two, as he certainly muſt 
have hewn down half the timber ;” ſhe aſe 
{ures him“ It is much better as it is.“ 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Mar- 
quis's 
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quis's happineſs; ke is quite a new being. 
When we remember his fufferings, and 
the conſtancy of his affection, it is eaſy to 
gueſs what a ftate of felicity he muſt now 
EnJoy. 


Louiſa's ſolemnity is laid aſide, and ſhe 
does not ſeem the leaſt happy of the 
circle, 


Aſter the neceſſary viſits are received and 

Paid, they think of going to the Marquis 
de Villebon's, in Gygfyenor Square; they 
do not mean to part from Madame de 
Louvre. I cannot fay, ſhe wears weeds 
faſhionably; for poor thing, ſhe mourns 
with all her heart; I bave uſed all my 
phyſical arts in vain there; but time 1 
hope will have its uſual effect; at preſent 
her grief will have its courſe. I muſt now 
ſpeak ſeriouſly as to the reſult of my at- 
tentions to M. de Cologne; a ſummons 

from Lord Anlley to attend his Aunt's 
funeral, brought by my old friend, gave 
him only half an hour to prepare, and 


0 


* 
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to explain himſelf to me; he began by 
expreſſing his gratitude, and in beſeeching 
I would ſometimes write to him! I was 
ſurpriſed at the requeſt, and confuſed at 
his manner; heperceived plainly that anger 
had no part in the ſentiments he occaſi- 
oned, and, taking advantage, called in his 
father (knowing his power and my obliga- 
tion there) in the moſt intereſting lan- 
guage ; he intreated that he would make 
uſe of his influence with me, not to ſuffer 
him to depart without one favorable word. 
« I love Miſs Selway, I honor, I reſpect 
her; ſhe is to me every thing in the 
world except your venerable ſelf.“ His fa- 
ther preſſed my hand to his lips, and ad- 
dreſſed me in the kindeſt manner. Do 
Auguſta, liſten to him, my dear, dear 
girl, my protegee, and I ſhall bleſs the 
hour when I ſaved you from dangers, and 
brought you in ſafety to theſe happy 
ſhores.” I referred him to you, my dear 
mother, and ventured to declare, that if 
you conſented, I would not with-hold mine, 
at a future period, This afforded infinite 
ſatis- 
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ſatisfaction to both, and he took his leave, 
deſiring me, © To remember my patient,” 
as he tore himſelf from my preſence. 


Your determination I ſhall hope ſoon 

to receive, and allow me, in the fullneſs of 

; my heart, to confeſs, that his ſorrows, his 

1 merit, his perfections, have made an ever- 

| laſting impreſſion upon me. Much do I 

hope you will allow me, through life to be 
his ſolace, his tender friend. Adieu. 


——— — — - — — 
1 
— * —_ 


% 


=. Your's, my dear Madam, &c. 


4 | AUGUSTA SELWAY. 
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LETTER LXVII. 


Mrs. Aubrey to her Daughter. 


—— — 


MY DEAREST AUGUSTAz OE 


ers you and your patient continue 
in the ſame wiſh, ſeven months hence, you 
ſhall have my hearty concurrence; but 
pardon me, if I expreſs my doubts, ſeeing 
that he has much ſooner than I expected, 
forgot his Iſabelle. Mr. Aubrey deſires 
me to ſay, from him,“ That your amiable 
diſpoſition, and laudable actions, - deſerve 
| ſo great a prize; and we both rejoice, as 
it is ſo much the wiſh of your protettor and 
beſt friend, M. de Cologne, to be able to 
render him any pleaſure. 
I con- 
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I congratulate all parties upon the late 
event, and hope it will be productive of 
all the happineſs it is reaſonable to hope, 
from ſouls ſo congenial. Adieu, my moſt 
dear Auguſta, be aſſured that there is no 
one thing ſo near my heart as your felicity. 


In haſte, your's, 


A. AUBREY. 
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LETTER LXVIII. 


— CR 


Sir Thomas Stanhope to Mr. Freeman. 


— o_— 


MY DEAR FREEMAN, 


I PROMISED to inform Wentworth when 
the indiſſoluble knot was tied, and I thank 
God the happy event has taken place. You 
will be very delicate how you relate to him, 
that Villebon has been rewarded for his 
conſtancy by the hand of his lovely Louiſa. 
I hope new ſcenes will give a new turn to 
your thoughts, as I am of opinion now, 
that you have loſt all chance with Auguſta: 
I ſpeak this in friendſhip ; and having an 
abundance of company to receive, I muſt 
conclude, after wiſhing you all your ſpirits 


again, 


. 
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again, correftedby my prudence; and ſub- 
ſcribing myſelf, 


Your moſt happy, but till 
Sincere friend, 


THoMAs STANHOPE.” 
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LETTER LXIX. 


_—__ 
Mr. Freeman to Sir Thomas Stanhope. 


— —ä—ũꝗ2u— — 


1 HAVE this moment received your letter, 
it having been twelve days following me: 
I conclude, by this time, you are enough 
diſengaged to read a few * from your 
abſent friend. 


Wentworth bore the information you 
ſent like a hero: in our travels, for want 
of a more deſirable confidant, he has re- 
vealed to me the ſecret of his hopeleſs 
love: he deſires I will trouble you to 
offer his ſincere wiſhes for her happineſs, 
and that his prayers muſt ſtill attend her 
night and day, | 


Vol. II, Wt For 
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For my own part, I ſhall never ceaſe 
to admire Auguſta, but I begin to find I 
am to be cured. I have heard from a 
certain perſon ; ſhe certainly has claims 
upon me, and I begin to think, at laft, I 
ſhall turn out a penitent, and a very honeſt 
fellow. It would have been a ſad affair, 
if this perſon had been capable of bring- 
ing me thus about, if I had became the 
huſband of Miſs Selway, and I cannot ſay 
it might not have been ſo, after the influ- 
ence ſhe has had fix years, joined to the 


affettion I feel for my brats. I hope Mifs 


Selway will have the good fortune to meet 
with a man thoroughly worthy of her, and 
above all things, an undivided heart. 
Farewell; God bleſs you; our ſincere 


congratulations attend you. 


CuARLES FREEMAN. 
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LETTER LXX. 


Miß Selway to Mrs. Aubrey. 


MY DEAR MOTHER, 


1 HAVE Written to the Marquis de Co- 
logne about his ſon, and ſent him. my 


candid and undiſguiſed ſentiments in his 
favor. I ſhall (as I have your permiſſion) 
look upon myſelf as engaged to him: I 
hope ſoon to have the real happineſs of 


ſeeing you, and I ſhall never leave you 


again for an inſtant, till the time arrives 
for me to be claimed by my patient. 


We have been ſeveral days returned to 
Willoughby-Place, though Sir Thomas 
was detained in. Derbyſhire to receive, 
6c, the viſits of his neighbours. Lady 

Stan- 


| 
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Stanhope was extremely admired, and made 
herſelf infinitely agreeable to all the viſi- 
tants, though to be ſure, among them there 
were a few quiz gentlewomen, Every one 
paid the higheſt compliments to Sir Tho- 
mas, for the happy choice he had made, 
and my darling Louiſa, though acting, and 
appearing there, only in the back ground, 


| was obſerved for her unadorned elegance, 


by the obſerving few. 


Mrs. Willoughby is the happieſt of all 
human beings; and if I was not going to 
my beloved and honored parents, I ſhould 


with infinite regret, quit a ſociety, where I 


enjoy ſo much felicity. 


Adieu, till we meet; all here unite in 


: kindeſt, beſt regards. 


AUGUSTA SELWAY. 


. 


